BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF NEVADA

Application of Lovelock Solar Energy LLC, under the )
provisions of the Utility Environmental Protection Act, )
for a permit to construct the Lovelock Solar Energy )
Project consisting of an approximately 190 MW )
alternating current photovoltaic solar electric generating ) Docket No. 18-10013
facility and associated facilities to be located east of )

)

)

Oreana in Pershing County, Nevada.

At a general session of the Public Utilities
Commission of Nevada, held at its offices
on July 10, 2019.

PRESENT: Chairwoman Ann Pongracz
Commissioner C.J. Manthe
Commissioner Hayley Williamson
Assistant Commission Secretary Trisha Osborne

ORDER ON MOTION

The Public Utilities Commission of Nevada (“Commission”) makes the following
findings of fact and conclusions of law:
L. INTRODUCTION

Lovelock Solar Energy LLC (“Lovelock Solar”) filed with the Commission an
Application, designated as Docket No. 18-10013, under the provisions of the Utility
Environmental Protection Act (“UEPA”), for a permit to construct the Lovelock Solar Energy
Project consisting of an approximately 190-megawatt (“MW”) alternating current photovoltaic
solar electric generating facility and associated facilities to be located east of Oreana in Pershing

County, Nevada (the “Project”).

On January 24, 2019, the Commission issued an Order granting the Application subject to
certain compliances and a directive.

On June 20, 2019, Lovelock Solar filed a Motion to Phase the Project (“Motion”).
IL SUMMARY
The Commission grants the Motion.
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III. PROCEDURAL HISTORY

* On October 15, 2018, Lovelock Solar filed with the Commission its Application.

» Lovelock Solar filed the Application pursuant to the Nevada Revised Statutes (“NRS”) and
Nevada Administrative Code (“NAC”), Chapters 703 and 704, including but not limited to NRS
704.820 through 704.900, and NAC 703.415 through 703.427.

* On October 19, 2018, the Commission issued a Notice of Application for Utility
Environmental Protection Act Permit to Construct a Transmission Structure and Associated
Facilities.

* On January 3, 2019, the Regulatory Operations Staff (“Staff”) of the Commission filed a
briefing memorandum (“Staff’s January 3, 2019, Briefing Memorandum”). Staff participates as a

matter of right pursuant to NRS 703.301.

* On January 24, 2019, the Commission issued an Order granting the Application subject to
certain compliances and a directive.

* On June 20, 2019, Lovelock Solar filed the Motion.

* On June 27, 2019, Staff filed a Response to the Motion.
IV. MOTION

Lovelock Solar’s Position

1. Lovelock Solar requests that the Commission modify its January 24, 2019, Order
to divide the Project into two phases and issue two permits to construct after the permits for each
phase have been obtained and filed in the docket. Lovelock Solar states that it seeks to obtain
the full benefit of the Federal Investment Tax Credit by commencing certain construction
activities prior to December 31, 2019. (Motion at 1-4.)

2. Lovelock Solar states that the first phase of the Project would consist of installing
steel pile foundations for up to eleven inverters to be located in the northern part of the Project
area (“Phase One™). The second phase would consist of constructing the remaining inverter
foundations, solar arrays, battery storage, and all other ancillary services as described in

Lovelock Solar’s Application (“Phase Two™). (/d. at 1.)
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3. Lovelock Solar states that the permits necessary for Phase One are: a Pershing
County Building permit (anticipated to be obtained July 2019), a Pershing county Special Use
Permit (obtained October 2018), and a Nevada Department of Wildlife (“NDOW?”) Wildlife
Energy Cost Recovery Fund Program authorization (obtained December 2016). (/d. at 2.)

4. Lovelock Solar states that the permits necessary for Phase Two are: a Nevada
Department of Environmental Protection (“NDEP”) Surface Area Disturbance Permit
(anticipated to be obtained December 2020), a Nevada Division of Water Resources permit for
Appropriation of Water (anticipated to be obtained December 2020), a NDEP Temporary
Working in Waterways Permit (anticipated to be obtained December 2020), a Pershing County
Building permit (anticipated to be obtained December 2020), a Pershing county Special use
Permit (obtained October 2018), and a NDOW Wildlife energy Cost Recovery Fund Program
authorization (obtained December 2016). (/d. at 3.)

Staff’s Position

5. Recommends that the Commission grant Lovelock Solar’s Motion as the
requested phasing is reasonable and will facilitate more timely commencement of construction.
(Staff Response at 2.)

Commission Discussion and Findings

6. The Commission grants Lovelock Solar’s Motion.

7. The Commission finds that Lovelock Solar must file with the Commission, as
compliance items, the following required outstanding permits, licenses, and approvals for Phase
One:

i. Pershing County — Building Permit;

ii. Pershing County — Special Use Permit;
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iil. Nevada Department of Environmental Protection — Onsite Sewage
Disposal System Construction Authorization'; and
iv. Nevada Department of Wildlife — Application for Energy Projects.
8. The Commission finds that Lovelock Solar must file with the Commission, as

compliance items, the following required outstanding permits, licenses, and approvals for Phase

Two:
i. Nevada Department of Environmental Protection — Surface Area
Disturbance Permit;
ii. Nevada Division of Water Resources — Permit for Appropriation of
Water;
iii. Nevada Department of Environmental Protection — Onsite Sewage
Disposal System Construction Authorization;
iv. Nevada Department of Environmental Protection — Temporary Working in
Waterways Permit;
V. Pershing County — Building Permit;
Vi. Pershing County — Special Use Permit; and
vii.  Nevada Department of Wildlife — Application for Energy Projects.
9. All other aspects of the January 24, 2019, Order issued in this matter remain
unaltered.
1/

! The Nevada Department of Environmental Protection — Onsite Sewage Disposal System Construction
Authorization is not discussed in either the Motion or Staff’s Response. However, the authorization is required by
the Commission’s January 24, 2019, Order. In electronic mail correspondence between the Hearing Officer,
Lovelock, Solar, and Staff on July 3, 2019, to clarify the issue, Staff recommended retaining the compliance for both
phases and committed to resolve the issue as to whether the authorization is required in the course of the compliance
process.
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THEREFORE, it is ORDERED:

1. Lovelock Solar Energy LLC’s Motion to Phase the Lovelock Solar Energy
Project is GRANTED.

2. The requested Utility Environmental Protection Act Permits to Construct the
Lovelock Solar Energy Project consisting of an approximately 190-megawatt alternating current
photovoltaic solar electric generating facility and associated facilities to be located east of
Oreana in Pershing County, Nevada, SHALL BE ISSUED following satisfaction of the
compliance items ordered below.

3. No construction may commence on any utility facilities that are the subject of this
Application for a Utility Environmental Protection Act Permit to Construct until after the
Commission has issued a Permit to Construct.

4. If the Applicant, Lovelock Solar Energy LLC, does not file with the Commission
all of the requisite compliances within five years of the effective date of this Order, this Order
will be vacated, without further action by the Commission.

Compliances:

5. Prior to being issued the requested Utility Environmental Protection Act Permit to
Construct Phase One of the Project consisting of the installation of steel pile foundations for up
to eleven inverters located in the northern part of the Project area, specifically in T29N, R33E,
parts of Sections 20 and 21, Assessor’s parcel numbers 011-060-09 and 011-070-03, Lovelock
Solar Energy LLC shall file with the Commission the following:

i. Pershing County — Building Permit;

ii. Pershing County — Special Use Permit



Docket No. 18-10013 Page 6

iii. Nevada Department of Environmental Protection — Onsite Sewage
Disposal System Construction Authorization; and
iv. Nevada Department of Wildlife — Application for Energy Projects.

6. Prior to being issued the requested Utility Environmental Protection Act Permit to
Construct Phase Two of the Project consisting of the remaining inverter footings, solar arrays,
battery storage, and all other ancillary facilities in the fill Project area Lovelock Solar Energy
LLC shall file with the Commission the following:

i. Nevada Department of Environmental Protection — Surface Area

Disturbance Permit;

ii. Nevada Division of Water Resources — Permit for Appropriation of
Water;
iii. Nevada Department of Environmental Protection — Onsite Sewage

Disposal System Construction Authorization;
iv. Nevada Department of Environmental Protection — Temporary Working in
Waterways Permit;
V. Pershing County — Building Permit;
1/
1/
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V1. Pershing County — Special Use Permit; and
vii.  Nevada Department of Wildlife — Application for Energy Projects.
By the Commission,
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