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NOTICE OF PROPOSED ACTION 
 
LANDS IN WILDERNESS
   

 

STATE:     Nevada  

 

COUNTIES:     White Pine  

 

FIELD OFFICE(S):    Schell   

 

WILDERNESS AREA(S):   Far South Egans  

      

PROPOSED ACTION:   Request for Cave Rescue Training in Whipple Cave  

 

 

 

Description of the Proposed Action  

The Western Region of the National Cave Rescue Commission has requested to use Whipple  

Cave, which lies within the Far South Egan Wilderness, for  a Small Party  Assisted Rescue  

Seminar. The National Cave Rescue Commission is affiliated with the National Speleological 

Society  (NSS). The proposal is to use the cave  for one full day in June  for onsite practical 

training. The class size will be, at most 26 people. This intensive three-day  seminar presents  cave  

rescue techniques using  minimal gear to perform the rescue of patients by  parties of six people or  

less. The  group may operate in smaller parties during the course of the day  within Whipple Cave.  

 

The BLM does not anticipate any  substantial impacts to wilderness character over the long-term. 

On the day of the training, the class may temporarily impact  the area  at the entrance  to the cave  

where use tends to bottleneck.  

 

The BLM, NCRC  training coordinators, and Nevada Department of Wildlife will survey the cave  

for bats several days prior to the training to determine if mitigation measures will be needed to 

avoid disturbing bats, if present.  Mitigation measures may include dividing the  group into 
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smaller parties within the cave  (or between caves), using the cave by smaller parties over two  

day, restricting use in certain portions of the cave  with large concentrations of bats, or 

postponing the training.  

 

The wilderness management plan for this wilderness did not implement a group size restriction, 

nor does the current cave management plan (1986).  

 

Expected Decision  

The BLM anticipates issuing a  Letter of Agreement for this activity in Whipple Cave, or denying  

the use of this wilderness  cave. The BLM does not anticipate developing NEPA analysis for this 

action. Provide  your comments in writing  on this proposed action to Emily Simpson, Wilderness 

Planner, at esimpson@blm.gov, or to address above.  

 

The BLM is implementing an exception to the standard 30-day scoping period for this proposed 

action. NCRC submitted a request for a separate training class (non-wilderness cave), which was 

held in April. That request was processed and approved (April 18, 2015). This  request is being  

processed now and incorporates the use of both wilderness and non-wilderness caves. The  

training request is to use  Whipple on one day of the training  and the non-wilderness caves on the  

following day of the training. The  BLM has reviewed  the all requested  and concludes that 

Whipple Cave is  ideal for this use due to the vertical nature of the cave.  

 

The scoping period concludes Friday, M ay 29, 20 15.  

 

 

 

 

 

__/s/ Mindy Seal________________    __5/13/15_______  

Michael  J. Herder     Date  

Acting  District Manager  

Ely District  
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