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Any water used on the described lands should be provided by an established utility or under a 
permit issued by the Division of Water Resources, State Engineer’s Office.  All waters of the 
State belong to the public and may be appropriated for beneficial use pursuant to the provisions 
of Chapters 533 and 534 of the Nevada Revised Statutes. 
 
1.4 Scoping and Public Involvement 
 
The Nye County Commission addressed the proposed sale on August 3, 2010, May 3, 2011, 
August 16, 2011, and October 15, 2012.  During the second of these meetings, Nye County 
Resolution No., 2011-97, which requested the direct sale of the subject lands, was approved.  
 
On March 12, 2013, letters were sent to the Timbisha Shoshone Tribe, the Yomba Shoshone 
Tribe, the Duckwater Shoshone Tribe and the Big Smokey Western Shoshone Descendants 
(BSWSD) inviting them to express any comments or concerns that they might have with the 
proposal.  On March 29, 2013, a field visit was held with a BLM, Tonopah Field Office 
Interdisciplinary Team, a Nye County Commissioner, one interested party, and a representative 
of the BSWSD in attendance.   Support for the proposal has been expressed by AU Mines, 
Round Mountain Gold Corporation (RMGC), BSWSD, and the Timbisha Shoshone Tribe.   
 
In August 2013, a follow-up letter offering another site visit was extended to Maurice Frank-
Churchill of the Duckwater Shoshone Tribe. An onsite visit was conducted with Mr. Frank-
Churchill and a staff member of the Tonopah Field Office on September 24, 2013.  Mr. Frank-
Churchill provided comments and support in a letter dated September 26, 2013recommending a 
fence be constructed around the expansion area while maintaining the historic cemetery fence.  
He also suggested that the parcel be excluded from mineral entry. 
  
A Notice of Realty Action (NORA) for the proposed sale, as required by regulations found at  
43 CFR 2711.1-2, would be published and sent to interested parties.  It would be published in the 
Federal Register, and once a week for three weeks in the local newspaper.  The NORA would be 
sent to the Nevada Congressional Delegation and the Office of the Governor of the State of 
Nevada.    
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Placer and Lode Mining 
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