DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
60TH CIVIL ENGINEER SQUADRON (AMC)

10 JUN 2011

MEMORANDUM FOR ATTACHED DISTRIBUTION LIST

FROM: 60 CES/CEA
411 Airman Drive
Travis AFB CA 94535-2001

SUBJECT: Environmental Assessment for Travis AFB C-17 Use of Instrument
Routes 264, 275, 280, 281 and 282

The U.S. Air Force is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed use of
five Central Nevada military training routes (MTRs) by C-17 aircrews from Travis Air Force
Base (AFB), California as depicted in the attached Figures 1 and 2. The MTRs will serve as
Instrument Routes (IRs) and are designated IR 264, IR 275, IR 280, IR 281 and IR 282. The
need arises from the requirement for C-17 aircrews at Travis AFB to maintain proficiency in
low-level navigation skills. Frequent, unrestricted use of dedicated low-level MTRs and, more
importantly IRs with varied terrain, is essential. These MTRs previously originated and were
scheduled out of Mountain Home AFB in Idaho and were flown predominantly by bomber
aircraft such as B-1s and B-52s. They became inactive and, in 2006, Travis AFB assumed the
originating and scheduling responsibilities through an Air Force-wide review and reallocation
process. An Environmental Assessment is being prepared to assess the potential impacts of C-
17s flying these MTRs. A June 2003 Environmental Assessment for the West Coast Basing of
C-17 Aircraft evaluated 16 MTRs for use by the Travis based C-17 aircrews, however, the MTRs
evaluated were not dedicated to Travis, are heavily used and must be scheduled through other
installations.

The five MTRs listed above are divided into segments allowing for multiple entrance and exit
points. This allows aircrews to enter a training route without committing to fly the entire route.
When flying IRs, aircraft fly down to 300 feet above ground level. When flying the IR under
Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) aircraft maintain 2,000 feet above the highest obstacle (whether
natural or man made) within that segment and airspeeds are in excess of 250 knots, or
approximately 288 miles per hour mph.

It is unlikely that Travis AFB C-17 aircrews would fly any MTR in its entirety on a single
training sortie. The likely scenario is that aircrews would plan to enter and exit a route at
published alternate entry and exit points and fly segments of the routes during planned sorties.
Each route has numerous entry and exit points that increase the options available to the crews for
use during a training sortie. Under this concept, aircrews could fly a portion of more than one
route on a single sortie. Given the amount of options available with the five routes, flights using
the same segments would be infrequent. For evaluation purposes, it is estimated that:

e Travis AFB C-17 aircrews would normally fly low routes two (2) times each weekday
(Monday through Friday).



o Use of the five MTRs would be ten (10) sorties per week or 520 sorties per year.

e 75 percent (approximately 390 sorties per year) of the total sorties would be flown during
the daytime (7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.).,

o 25% (approximately 130 sorties per year) of the total sorties would be flown during the
nighttime (10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.).

e The number of annual sorties for cach of the five routes would be 104 (78 daytime and 26
nighttime) assuming equal distribution of sorties.

Aircraft would file a flight plan and get to and from the routes via normal air traffic control
routing. No modification of the currently published route structures would be necessary (i.e.,
there would be no change to the MTR widths, upper and lower altitude limits, or alternate entry
and exit points).

In accordance with Executive Order 12372, Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs,
we request your participation and solicit comments on the Proposed Action (your agency will be
provided with a copy of the Draft EA at a later date). Comments may include any issucs related
to this EA. Please provide any comments no later than 30 days from the date of this letter
directly to Mr. Chris Krettecos, 60 CES/CEAQO, 411 Airman Drive, Travis AFB, CA 94535-
2001.

Additionally, we solicit your assistance to identify any resources within your agency’s
purview that may be impacted. We also request point-of-contact information, relevant
documentation available that would assist in preparing the EA, or identification of any other
major projects you are aware of that may contribute to cumulative effects and would facilitate
cumulative impact analysis for this EA. The environmental analysis will focus on potential
impacts to: airspace operations (to include aircraft safety and bird/wildlife aircraft strike hazard);
noise; land use; air quality; biological resources; cultural resources; and, environmental justice
and the protection of children.

If members of your staff have any questions on this EA, please contact Mr. Chris Krettecos at
(707) 424-7517.

Sincerely,
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DAVID Y MUSSELWHITE, GS-13, DAF
Chief, Asset Management

3 Attachments

1. Figure 1

2. Figure 2

3. Distribution List
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Figure 1. Project Location Map



e,

\
)
/
\
t ! : = [ale
o { ll—~d
Elko W
e : , o { f\_'/ : : g «Ruby Min
d ; s St Rec Area
O
Ty Spnng CrreekS o
Souff;"ifork &
St Rec Area
? 3
White Pine
Watiere: P —S— [ £ ; : . R
- / S ebeau Park/ \K‘x_,‘_\ |
i ' - | / . N
__hi inere! W\ i Gabbs Bemn fchthyosaur \\ b <
| Si‘afe Park ) \ ~
Lyon f : 1 ‘ =
1 _/ , % N ‘r
| Ronerf——g \
) \

Lincoln

0510 20 30 40
-:-:- Nautical Miles

B /y- ) ~_-r/j Death-Valley | |

Figure 2. Location of Instrument Routes 264, 275, 280, 281, and 282



Distribution List

Mr. William C. Withycombe
FAA Western Pacific Region
P.O. Box 92007

Los Angeles, CA 90009-2007

Air Force Western Regional Environmental Office
Attn; Gary Munsterman, AFCEE/RO-W

50 Fremont Street, Suite 2450

San Francisco, CA 94105

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 8
Attention: Ecological Services, Jana Affonso
Federal Building

2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2606
Sacramento, CA 95825-1846

Kathy Goforth

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Pacific Southwest, Region 9

75 Hawthorne Street, CED-2

San Francisco, CA 94105

Nevada Department of Wildlife
Headquarters, Western Region
1100 Valley Rd.

Reno, NV 89512

California Department of Fish and Game
Region 6 — Inland Deserts Region

3602 Inland Empire Boulevard, Suite C-220
Ontario, CA 91764

Mr. Ronald James, SHPO
Historic Preservation Office
100 North Stewart Street
Capitol Complex

Carson City, NV 89701-4285

Mr. Milford Wayne Donaldson, SHPO
Office of Historic Preservation
Department of Parks & Recreation
1725 23rd Street, Suite 100,
Sacramento, CA 95816

Nevada State Clearinghouse
209 E. Musser Street, Room 200
Carson City, Nevada 89701-4298

State Clearinghouse
P.O. Box 3044
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

Esmerelda County Commissioners
P.O. Box 517
Goldfield, NV 89013

Steve P. Osborne

Nye County —Tonopah/Pahrump Planning Offices
250 N. Hwy 160, Suite 1

Pahrump, NV 89060

Mark Nixon

Mineral County Planning Commission
P.O. Box 85

Hawthorne, NV 89415

Eureka County Planning Commission
P.O. Box 596
Eureka, NV 89316

Humboldt County Planning Director
Planning and Zoning Department
50 W. 5" Street

Winnemuca, NV 89445

Elko County Planning & Zoning Department
571 Idaho Street
Elko, NV 89801

White Pine County Community and Economic
Development Department

957 Campton Street

Ely, NV 89301

Michael K. Johnson

Pershing County Planning and Building Department
398 Main Street

Lovelock, NV 89419

Pershing County Regional Planning Commission
400 Main Street
Lovelock, NV 89419

Ms. Eleanor Lockwood, Planning Director
Churchill County Planning Department
155 N. Taylor, Suite 194

Fallon, NV 89406

Lander County Planning and Zoning Department
825 N. Second Street
Battle Mountain, NV 89820

Mono County Community Development
Planning Department

74 N. School Street

Annex 1, 1st Floor

Bridgeport, CA 93517






