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i phone: 707-445-2043 « 800-660-2043
Oscar Larson & Associates D 07445 5230

Consulting Engi?deers’ Inc. e-mall: larson@olarson.com
317 Third Street « 2™ Floor « Eureka « CA 95501 website: www.olarson.com

Ms. Breanne Potter

Public Utilities Commission
1150 East William Street
Carson City, Nevada 89701

Re: Application for Spring Creek Utilities Co. for a UEPA
Dear Ms. Potter,

Enclosed is the filing for Spring Creek Utilities Co.’s application for a UEPA
permit to construct water system improvements. This application is submitted
on behalf of Spring Creek Utilities Co.

Accompanying this letter of transmittal are the Draft Notice, application and
relevant attachments.

A biological survey was conducted of the project site which determined that
the project will have no significant environmental impact. No plants of
concern or important habitats were encountered. Based on the field
observations of the vegetation community and the location of the project being
adjacent to a housing community and roads, there are no wildlife concerns
within the project area.

If you have any questions about this filing, please contact Stein Coriell at
(707) 445-2043.

Sincerely,

OSCAR; LARSON & ASSOCIATES
/‘ é &‘w/(/{

Stein Coriell, Environmental Planner

ENGINEERING - ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING + RISK MANAGEMENT




PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF NEVADA
DRAFT NOTICE
(Applications, Tariff Filings, Complaints, and Petitions)

Page 1 0f2

Pursuant to Nevada Administrative Code (*NAC™) 703.162, the Commission requires that a draft
notice be included with all applications, tariff filings, complaints and petitions. Please complete
and include ONE COPY of this form with your filing. (Completion of this form may require the
use of more than one page.)

A title that generally describes the relief requested (see NAC 703.160(5)(a)):

UEPA PERMIT TO CONSTRUCT BOOSTER PUMP STATION AND £7,250 LINEAR
FEET OF 16” PVC WATERLINE IN SPRING CREEK, NEVADA.

The name of the applicant, complainant, petitioner or the name of the agent for the applicant,
complainant or petitioner (see NAC 703.160(5)(b)):

Applicant:  SPRING CREEK UTILITIES CO.
Elise Hoover
285 East Spring Creek Parkway
Spring Creek, NV 89815
(775) 753-4437

Agent for Applicant: Oscar Larson & Associates
Stein Coriell
317 Third St, 2 Floor
Eureka CA 95501
(707) 445-2043

A brief description of the purpose of the filing or proceeding, including, without limitation, a
clear and concise introductory statement that summarizes the relief requested or the type of
proceeding scheduled AND the effect of the relief or proceeding upon consumers (see NAC
703.160(5){c)):

The proposed facilities include a booster pump station including electrical, controls,
standby generator, and £7,250 linear feet of 16-inch PVC pipe to connect the booster
pump station to the existing Twin Tanks.

The purpose of the proposed facilities, and the effect on consumers, is to replace the
supply to the existing tanks to provide a water supply meeting current drinking water
standards. The current supply, from wells in the 200 Tract, has arsenic levels that
exceed current drinking water standards. The new facilities are part of a series of
improvements that will deliver water to the 200 Tract from the 100, 300 and 400
Tracts.



PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF NEVADA
DRAFT NOTICE
(Applications, Tariff Filings, Complaints, and Petitions)
Page 2 of 2

A statement indicating whether a consumer session is required to be held pursuant to Nevada
Revised Statute (“NRS™) 704.069(1)":

No consumer session is required.

1f the draft notice pertains to a tariff filing, please include the tariff number AND the section
number(s) or schedule number(s) being revised.

Not applicable.

' NRS 704,069 states in pertinent part:

1. The Commnission shall conduct a consumer session to solicit comments from the public in any matter pending
before the Commission pursuant to NRS 704.061 to 704,110 inclusive, in which:

(2} A public utility has filed a general rate application, an application to recover the increased cost of purchased fuel,
purchased power, or natural gas purchased for resale or an application to clear its deferred accounts; and

{b) The changes proposed in the application will result in an increase in annual gross operating revenue, as certified
by the applicant, in an amount that will exceed $50,000 or 10 percent of the applicant’s annual gross operating
revenue, whichever is less.
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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF NEVADA

UTILITY ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT
PERMIT APPLICATION

Spring Valley Booster Pump Station and Pipeline

Description of Location

1.

A description of the location of the proposed utility facility as required by subsection 1 of

NRS 704.870 including:
(a) A general description of the location of the proposed utility facility, including a

(b)

regional map that identifies the location of the proposed utility facility (NAC
703.423(1)(a));

The proposed booster pump station will be located on a+:1.1 acre site (£170 feet
by 275 feet) located 450 feet north of the intersection of Spring Valley Court,
Spring Valley Place and Spring Valley Parkway in the southwest corner of Tract
200, on APN 006-31E-019, in the community of Spring Creek, Elko County,
Nevada, Township 34N, Range 56E, Section 33.

The proposed water pipeline will begin at the booster pump station and connect to
the existing Twin Tanks located on the west side of Tract 200, passing through
Township 34N, Range 56E, Sections 33, 28 and 29. The £7,250 foot long pipeline
will be located entirely within the right of way of roads including, in order, Spring
Valley Parkway, Empress Drive, Gilia Drive, and Engle Drive.

See Attachment A (Regional Map).
A legal description of the site of the proposed utility facility, with the exception of

electric lines. gas transmission lines, and water and wastewater lines, for which
only a detailed description of the site is required (NAC 703.423(1)(b)): and

See Attachment B (Legal Description of the Site).

The proposed waterline will begin at the proposed booster pump station located
on APN 006-31E-019, in the southwest corner of Tract 200 in the community of
Spring Creek in Elko County, Nevada. Beginning at the proposed booster pump
station, the pipeline will follow Spring Valley Parkway northward for
approximately 5,000 feet, turn west onto Empress Drive, will follow Empress
Drive approximately 460 feet, turn north onto Gilia Drive, will follow Gilia Drive
approximately 800 feet, turn west onto Engle Drive, will follow Engle Drive
approximately 1,050 feet, and end at the Twin Tanks location on the west side of
Tract 200. The total length of the proposed water line is 47,250 linear feet.



(©)

Appropriately scaled site plan drawings of the proposed utility facility, vicinity
maps and routing maps (NAC 703.423(1}c)).

See Attachment C (Site Maps) and Attachment D (Project Plans).

General Description of Facility

2. A description of the proposed utility facility, including:

(a)

(b)

The size and nature of the proposed utility facilit
The proposed facilities include a booster pump station including electrical,
controls, standby generator, and +7,250 linear feet of 16-inch PVC pipe to
connect the booster pump station to the existing Twin Tanks.

The approximate dimensions of the pump station building will be 16 feet by 35
feet. It will house three booster pumps, each with a design capacity of 1,100 gpm
at 80 feet of head, and appurtenances including piping and electrical connections.
Two 1,100 gpm pumps will be used at a time, with one as a standby. The station
will be configured with a check-valve bypass to allow the water to flow passively
to the Twin Tanks when incoming pressure is sufficient. An emergency standby
generator will also be installed within the building. The generator will
automatically provide6 power to the pump station during a power outage. The
pump station construction will consist of a steel framed pre-fabricated insulated
enclosure. The water line will be installed with 4 feet of cover which is typical of
standard water line installation.

The purpose of the proposed facilities is to replace the supply to the existing tanks
to provide a water supply meeting current drinking water standards. The current
supply, from wells in the 200 Tract, has arsenic levels that exceed current
drinking water standards. The new facilities are part of a series of improvements
that will deliver water to the 200 Tract from the 100, 300 and 400 Tracts,

The natural resources that will be used during the construction and operation of
the proposed utility facility (NAC 703.423(2)(b));

No significant impacts to natural resources are anticipated from construction or
operation of this project.

Construction of the proposed booster pump station will use steel, sand and
aggregates, and petroleum based fuel. Operation of the booster pump station will
require power from the local power company derived from natural resources as
selected by the local power company.



Construction of the proposed waterline will use sand and aggregates, petroleum
based pipe, and petroleum based fuel. Operation of the proposed waterline will
use no natural resources.

(¢) Layout diagrams of the proposed utility facility and its associated equipment
(NAC 703.423(2)(c)); and

See Attachment C (Site Maps) and Attachment D (Project Plans).

(d) Scaled diagrams of the structures at the proposed utility facility (NAC

703.423(2)(d)).

See Attachment C (Site Maps) and Attachment D (Project Plans).

Environmental Studies

3. A copy and summary of any studies which have been made of the environmental impact of
the nroposed utility facilitv as required by subsection 1 of NRS 704,870 (NAC 703.423({(3)).

See Attachment E ~ Environmental Statement ~ Biological Survey Report, prepared by SRK
Consulting Engineers and Scientists, dated November 2010.

Reasonable Alternative Locations

4. A description of any reasonable alternate locations for the proposed utility facility, a
description of the comparative merits or detriments of each location submitted, and a
statement of the reasons why the location is best suited for the proposed utility facility, as
required by subsection 1 of NRS 704.870 (NAC 703.423(4)).

The proposed facilities were identified in the Spring Creek Utilities Co. Water and Sewer
System Integrated Resource Plan dated March 2, 2009 — Docket No. 09-63003 (IRP).
Alternative locations and methods for resolving the water quality problem in the 200 Tract
were evaluated in the IRP. Subsequent to filing the IRP with the PUC there were a series of
hearings at which alternatives were evaluated further, and the proposed facilities were
ultimately determined to be the best solution to the water quality problem. The IRP and
records of the subsequent hearings are on file with the PUC. During detailed planning and
design of the improvements, a number of alternative locations and pipeline routes were
evaluated to identify locations where the SCUC could obtain property and easements for the
facilities,

Public Notice

5. A copv of the public notice of the application or amended application and proof of the
publication of the public notice, as required by subsection 4 or NRS 704.870 (NAC

703.423(5)).




See Attachment F (Public notice and proof of publication) and Attachment G (Certificate of
Service.

State Clearinghouse

6. Proofthat a copy of the application or amended application has been submitted fo the Nevada
State Clearinghouse within the Department of Administration to enable agency review and

comment (NAC 703.423(6)).

See Attachment G (Certificate of Service). A copy of the application was submitted via
email to the Nevada State Clearinghouse at clearinghouse@state.nv.us per Reese Tietje,
Nevada State Clearinghouse.

Probable Effect on Environment

7. An explanation of the nature of the probable effect on the environment, including:

The construction of the booster pump station and pipeline will have no significant
environmental impact. Vegetation along the pipeline route consisted primarily of introduced
species and scattered shrub cover. No plants of concern or important habitats were
encountered. The biological survey report concluded that, based on the field observations of
the vegetation community and the location of the project being within a housing community
and roads, there are no wildlife concerns within the survey areas.

See Attachment E — Environmental Statement — Biological Survey Report, prepared by SRK
Consulting Engineers and Scientists, dated November 2010,

(a) Areference to any studies, if applicable (NAC 703.423(7)(a)); and
See Attachment E - Environmental Statement — Biological Survey Report, prepared
by SRK Consulting Engineers and Scientists, dated November
2010.

(b) An environmental statement that includes (NAC 703.423(7)}b)):

(1) The name, qualifications, professions and contact information of each person
with primary responsibility _for the preparation of the environmental
statement (NAC 703.423(7(MO(1D);

Angel Lino, Biological Consultant

SRK Consulting (U.S.), Inc.-Engineering and Scientists
1250 Lamoille Highway, Suite 520

Elko, Nevada 89801

(775) 753-4151



(2) The name, qualifications, professions and contact information of each person

who has provided comments or input in the preparation of the environmental
statement (NAC 703.423(7T)(bX(2));

Angel Lino, Biological Consultant

SRK Consulting (U.S.), Inc.-Engineering and Scientists
1250 Lamoille Highway, Suite 520

Elko, Nevada 89801

(3) A _bibliography of materials used in the preparation of the environmental

statement (NAC 703.423(7)(b)}(3)): and

No bibliography was cited in the Environmental Statement.

(4) A description of (NAC 703.423(7)(b)(4)):

@

(In

am

The environmental characteristics of the project area existing at the

time the application or amended application is filed with the
Commission;

Vegetation consisted primarily of introduced species and scattered
shrub cover. No plants of concern or important habitats were
encountered. Based on the field observations of the vegetation
community and the location of the project being within a housing
community and roads, there are no wildlife concerns within the
survey areas.

See Attachment E — Environmental Statement.

The environmental impacts that the construction and operation of
the proposed utility facility will have on the project area before

mitigation: and

No adverse effects on the environment are predicted by the
Environmental Statement, which found that there were no
observations or signs of any special status species or threatened
and endangered species. See Attachment E (Environmental
Statement).

The environmental impacts that the construction and operation of
the proposed utility facility will have on the project area after

mitigation.

No adverse effects on the environment are predicted by the
Environmental Statement, which found that there were no
observations or signs of any special status species or threatened

10




and endangered species. No mitigation measures are needed. See
Attachment E (Environmental Statement).

Reliable Utility Service

8. An explanation of the extent to which the proposed utility facility is needed to ensure reliable

utility service to customers in this State, including:

(a)

®)

If the proposed utility facility was approved in a resource plan or an amendment

to a resource plan, a reference to the previous approval by the Commission (NAC
703.423(8)()); or

The proposed facilities were identified in the Spring Creek Utilities Co. Water
and Sewer System Integrated Resource Plan dated March 2, 2009 — Docket No.
09-03003 (IRP). The IRP and records of the subsequent hearings are on file with
the PUC.

I the proposed utility facilitv was not approved in a rescurce plan or an

amendment to a resource plan, a description of the extent {o which the proposed

utility facility will (NAC 703.423(8)(b)):

(1

)

)

Provide utility service to customers in this State (NAC 703.423(8)(b)(1));

Not applicable — the proposed utility facility was approved in the Spring
Creek Utilities Co. Water and Sewer System Integrated Resource Plan dated
March 2, 2009 — Docket No. 09-03003 (IRP). The IRP and records of the

subsequent hearings are on file with the PUC.

Enhance the reliability of wutility service in  this State (NAC
703.423(8)b)(2)): and

Not applicable — the proposed utility facility was approved in the Spring
Creek Utilities Co. Water and Sewer System Integrated Resource Plan dated

March 2, 2009 — Docket No. 09-03003 (IRP). The IRP and records of the
subsequent hearings are on file with the PUC.

Achieve interstate benefits by the proposed construction or modification of
transmission facilities in this State, if applicable (NAC 703.423(8)(B)(3)).

Not applicable — the proposed utility facility was approved in the Spring
Creek Utilities Co. Water and Sewer Systern Integrated Resource Plan dated
March 2, 2009 — Docket No. 09-03003 (IRP). The IRP and records of the

subsequent hearings are on file with the PUC.

11



Need Versus Effect on Environment

9. An explanation of how the need for the proposed utility facilitv as described in subsection
eight balances anv adverse effects on the environment as described in subsection seven
(NAC 703.423(9)).

No adverse effects on the environment are predicted by the Environmental Statement, which
found that there were no observations or signs of any special status species or threatened and
endangered species. See Attachment E (Environmental Statement). The need for the project
is to provide a water supply to the residents of the 200 Tract that meets current drinking
water standards.

Minimum Adverse Impact on Environment

10.

An explanation of how the proposed utility facility represents the minimum adverse effect

on the environment, including:

(a)

(b)

(c)

The state of available technology (NAC 703.423(10)(a));

The booster pump station and water line construction will have no significant
environmental impact. The water line will be located within existing right-of-
ways. No mitigation plans are necessary for this construction.

The nature of various alternatives (NAC 703.423(10)(b)); and

The booster pump station and water line construction will have no significant
environmental impact. See response to Item 4, above, for a discussion of the
various alternatives considered.

The economics of various alternatives (INAC 703.423(10)c)).

The booster pump station and water line construction will have no significant
environmental impact. The proposed project was selected from among the
alternatives considered due to economic considerations, which alternative would
best solve the water quality problem, and where the SCUC could obtain property
and easements for the facilities.

Facility Conforms to Local Laws

11.

An explanation of how the location of the proposed uftility facility conforms to applicable

state and local laws and regulations, including a Iist of all permits, licenses and approvals

required by federal, state and location statutes. regulations and ordinances. The

explanation must include a list that indicates:

(a)

All permits, licenses and approvals the applicant has obtained. including copies
thereof (NAC 703.423(11)(a)); and

12



See table in part (b), below.

(b) All permits, licenses and approvals the applicant is in the process of obtaining to
commence construction of the proposed utility facility. The applicant must
provide an estimated timeline for obtaining these permits, licenses and approvals
(NAC 703.423(11)(b)).

Permit/ Approval Approving Agency and Contact Info Application Date of

Reguired* Submittal Date | Issuance

Utility Environmental | Nevada Public Utilities Commission To be filed. Approval
Protection Act — 1150 East William Street, anticipated
Permit to Construct Carson City, NV 89701-3109 +May 2011
Greg Meinzer
Ph: (775) 684-6179
Nevada Division of | Nevada Division of Environmental Protection | To be filed. Approval
Environmenial 901 South Stewart St., anticipated
Protection Suite 4001 *January
Carson City, NV 89701-5249 2011
Pam Glass
Ph: (775) 687-9518
Building Permit | Elko County — Building & Safety Division To be filed by | Approval
155 South 9™ St contractor. anticipated
Elko, NV 89801 prior fo
Thomas Ingersoll constryction
Ph: (775) 738-6816 ext 28
Right-of-Way | Elko County Building & Safety Division To be filed by | Approval
Encroachment Permit | 540 Court St, Suite 104 confractor. anticipated
Elko, NV §9801 prior to
Peggy Fitzgerald construction
Ph: (775) 738-6816 ext 215
Conditional Use Elko County Planning Division To be filed. Approval
Permit 540 Court Street, Snite #104 anticipated
Elko, NV 89801 +February
John Kingwell 2011
Ph: (775) 738-6816 ext 214

*Table will be amended in the event of any deletions or additions

Public Interest

12.  An explanation of how the proposed utility facility will serve the public interest, including:

(a} The economic benefits that the proposed utility facility will bring to the applicant
and this State (NAC 703.423(12)(a));

The proposed project is the most economical means of supplying water that meets
current drinking water standards to the 200 Tract. An adequate supply of safe
drinking water is vital to the continued existence and economic growth and
development of the area.

13



(b)

(c)

(d)

The nature of the probable effect on the environment in this State if the proposed
utility facility is constructed (NAC 703.423(12)(b));

No adverse effects on the environment are predicted by the Environmental
Statement, which found that there were no observations or signs of any special
status species or threatened and endangered species. See Attachment E
{Environmental Statement).

The nature of the probable effect on the public health. safety and welfare of the
residents in this State if the proposed utility facility is constructed (NAC
703.423(12)(c)); and

The proposed project is essential to provide an adequate supply of safe drinking
water to the area.

The interstate benefits expected to be achieved by the proposed electric

transmission facility in this State, if applicable (NAC 703.423(12}(d)).

Not Applicable.

14




ATTACHMENT A

REGIONAL MAP
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ATTACHMENT B

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE



ALL that portion of the Southwest quarter, Section 33, Township 34 North, Range 56
East, Elko County, Nevada and further referencing the official plat of Spring Creek Tract
201 filed as document No. 83718 of Elko County, Nevada Official Records, more
particularly described as follows:

BEGINNING at the northeast corner of Lot 12, Block 4, Spring Cresk Tract
201; thence N13°45'00°E, along the westerly right-of-way line of Spring
Valley Parkway, 148.49 feet to the southeast comer of Lot 13, Block 4 of said
Tract; thence, N60°58'40"W, along the southerly fine of Lot 13, 275.00 feet;
thence S16°07'158"W, 188.80 feet to the north line of Lot 11, Block 4 of said
Tract, thence S68°30'28"E, along the north line of Lots 11 and 12, 275.00
feet to the Point of Beginning and there terminating.

Together with all easements and appurtenances of record, if any. Containing 1.046 Ac.,
more or less. Exhibit A is made a part hereof by reference.
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SITE MAPS
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ATTACHMENT D

PROJECT PLANS
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1 Introduction

Oscar Larson & Associates has scheduled the Spring Valley Booster Pump Station and Pipeline
installation in Spring Creek, Elko County, Nevada beginning late 2010 or early 2011 (Figure 1). The
Spring Valley Booster Pump Station and Pipeline Project is located in Township 34 North, Range 56
East (T33N, R56E), Sections 28 and 33. The proposed Spring Valley Booster Pump Station will be
constructed approximately 450 feet north of Spring Valley Court, Spring Valley Place, and Spring
Valley Parkway intersection. The proposed water pipeline will begin at the Booster Pump Station
and will end at the Twin Tanks location on the west side of Tract 200 (Figure 2). The approximate
8,250-foot pipeline will be located entirely within road easements.

The lands in Spring Creek are administered by private land owners. As part of the analysis required
by Utility Environmental Policy Act (NAC 703), a biological evaluation must be completed to
evaluate potential effects of the proposed project. SRK Consulting (U.S.), Inc. (SRK) was contracted
to conduct biological surveys of the Spring Valley Booster Pump Station and Pipeline Project.

2 Background

The purpose of the survey was to determine the vegetation community and species of wildlife
present within the project area. The Nevada Natural Heritage Program identified the potential for
pygmy rabbit (Branchylagus idahoensis), a Nevada Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Sensitive
Species and a Nevada Division of Wildlife Species of Special Concern, to occur within the area of
the Spring Valley Booster Pump Station and Pipeline. Pygmy rabbits are typically found at
elevations below 7,000 feet above mean sea level (amsl). At elevations above 7,000 feet amsl, the
soils are often too shallow to provide suitable conditions for burrowing. The pygmy rabbit is
distinguished in the field from the cottontail rabbit by the tawny-colored tail in comparison to the
white “cotton™ tail of the cottontail rabbit. Pygmy rabbits tend to live in colonies; therefore, there are
generally multiple burrow openings present. The pellets are small (i.e., less than Y-inch or
approximately 5 mm).

Burrowing owl (dthene cunicularia), a protected species under the international Migratory Bird
Treaty Act, has potential to occur within the area of the Spring Valley Booster Pump Station and
Pipeline. Burrowing owls nest in burrows made by other animals such as gophers and badgers.

Greater Sage-grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus), a Nevada Protected game bird, has potential
occur within the area of the Spring Valley Booster Pump Station and Pipeline. The Greater Sage-
grouse is found in foothills, plains, and mountain slopes where sagebrush is present. This sagebrush
obligate species build concealed nests in depressions on the ground under sagebrush.

The ground-disturbing activities associated with the construction of the Spring Valley Booster Pump
Station and Pipeline will create suitable conditions for the establishment of noxious weeds and other
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3.1

3.2

non-native, invasive species (e.g., cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum), halogeton (Halogeton glomeratus),
Russian thistle (Salsola tragus), etc.). Therefore, the areas of proposed disturbance were also
examined, in compliance with Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 555.010 Designation and
Categorization of Noxious Weeds, for the presence of noxious weeds during the survey that could
serve as a post-construction seed source.

The majority of the Spring Valley Booster Pump Station and Pipeline construction, as proposed, is
adjacent to existing roads. The Spring Creek area was previously used for grazing lands that had
been converted from native sagebrush-bunchgrasses to crested wheatgrass (Agropyron cristatum).
Most of the habitat within the Spring Valley Booster Pump Station and Pipeline project area consists
of a Wyoming big sagebrush (drtemisia tridentata ssp. wyomingensis) and crested wheatgrass
dominant community.

Program Objectives and Work Program

Program Objectives

The objective of the survey was to determine which biological resources were present within the
Spring Valley Booster Pump Station and Pipeline Project area, and to determine if changes in the
project area would be necessary. Vegetation and wildlife were the focus of this survey.

Work Program

The Spring Valley Booster Pump Station and Pipeline route will be constructed approximately 450
feet north of Spring Valley Court, Spring Valley Place, and Spring Valley Parkway intersection and
will be approximately 1.1 acres (170 feet by 275 feet).The proposed water pipeline will begin at the
Booster Pump Station and will follow Spring Valley Parkway north for approximately 6,000 feet,
turn west onto Express Drive, will follow Express Drive approximately 400 feet, turn north onto
Gilla Drive, will follow Gilla Drive approximately 800 feet, turn west onto Engle Drive, will follow
Engle Drive approximately 1,050 feet, and end at the Twin Tanks location on the west side of Tract
200.

The survey for the Spring Valley Booster Pump Station was conducted as a block survey including a
50-foot buffer around the 1.1 acres. The pipeline route survey was conducted within 50 feet either
side of the centerline. The survey consisted of the observer walking meandering transects throughout
the area recording vegetation and wildlife observations. The site had been clearly mapped and
provided to SRK by Oscar Larson & Associates prior to the field survey.

SRK conducted the vegetation and wildlife surveys by using a meandering transect through suitable
habitat to search for pygmy rabbits, Burrowing Owls, Greater Sage-grouse, burrows, and fecal
pellets.
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3.3

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.3.1

Project Team

The field survey was conducted by Ms. Angel Lino, SRX Biological Consultant. The report was
written by Ms. Lino and reviewed by Ms. Valerie Sawyer, SRX Principal.

Program Results

‘The survey was conducted October 12, 2010, The temperature was approximately 65° with a slight
breeze. The terrain was flat ground mostly on previous disturbance.

Vegetation

'The vegetation within area of the proposed Spring Valley Booster Pump Station was dominated by
Wyoming Big sagebrush, rubber rabbitbrush (Ericameria nauseosa), and crested wheatgrass.
However, the habitat also consisted of Douglas rabbitbrush (Chrysohamnus viscidiflorus), bur
buttercup (Ranmumculus testiculatus), lupine (Lupinus sp.), cheatgrass , and mustard (Sisymbrium sp.
and Thelypodiopsis sp.). Weeds observed within the project area included cheatgrass and mustard.

The vegetation within the proposed pipeline was sparse due to the route running on the shoulder, and
adjacent to, existing roads. Vegetation consisted of crested wheatgrass, Wyoming big sagebrush,
rubber rabbitbrush, Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia), elm (Ulmus sp.), poplar (Populus sp.),
Basin wildrye (Leymus cinereus), cheatgrass, Russian thistle, and musk thistle (Carduus nutans).

Non-native, Invasive Species

Musk thistle, a Category B noxious weed species according to NAC 555.010, was observed on a
section of the proposed pipeline on Engle Drive (Figure 3). Category B noxious weeds are generally
established in scattered populations in some counties of the State. Such weeds are subject to active
exclusion where possible and active eradication from the premises of a dealer of nursery stock.
Control is required by the state in areas where populations are not well established or previously
unknown to occur.

Wildlife

The project area is Jocated within or adjacent to a housing community, state route, and roads which
provide low value habitat for most wildlife species.

Mammails

Species or their sign observed within the project area are limited to mule deer (Odocoileus
hemionus), badger (Taxidea taxus), black-tailed jack rabbits (Lepus californicus), Townsend ground

November 20710
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4.3.2

4.3.3

4.3.4

squirrels (Citellus townsendi), and coyotes (Canis latrans). It is also likely that pronghorn antelope
(Antilocapra americana), striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis), raccoon (Procyon lotor), bobcat (Lynx
rufus), and mountain lion (Felis concolor), and mice (Peromyscus sp.) may occur within the project

arca,

Birds

Numerous species of birds are likely to occur in the area during the migratory bird season, as well as

throughout the year.

Table 1: Bird Species Potentially Occurring within the Survey Area

Common Name -

- Scientific Name _

Common Name

Scientific Name .

Turkey vulture

Cathartes aure

Horned lark

Eremophila alpestris

Golden eagle

Aguila chrysaetos

Mountain biuebird

Stalin currucoides

Northern harrier

Cireus cyaneus

Black-billed magpie

Pica hudsonia

Red-tailed hawk

Buteo jamaicensis

Common raven

Corvus corax

Ferruginous hawk Buteo regalis Rock wren Salpinctes obsoletus
American kestrel Faleo sparverius Loggerhead shrike Larius ludovicianus
Prairie faicon Falco mexicanus Sage thrasher Oreoscoptes montanus
Brewer’s blackbird Euphagus cyanoccephalus Lark sparrow Chondesies grammacus
Chukar Alectoris chukar Black-throated sparrow | Amphispiza bilineata

Mourning dove

Zenaida macroura

Sage sparrow

Amphispiza belli

Western burrowing owl | Athene cunicularia hypugea | Brewer’s sparrow Spizella breweri
Western tanager Piranga rubra Western meadowlark Sturnella neglecta
Reptiles

Common reptiles in the area are Great Basin rattlesnake (Crotalus oreganus lutosus), common garter
snake (Thamnophis sirtalis), homed lizard (Phrynosoma sp.), and leopard lizard (Gambelia
wislizenii), fence lizard (Sceloporus sp.).

Special Status Species

Pygmy Rabbit

The survey area was examined for pygmy rabbit habitat and sign using the same transects as used for
the wildlife and vegetation. Vegetation consisting of big sagebrush species or sagebrush mixed with
rubber rabbitbrush was used as a key to potential pygmy rabbit habitat. In addition, the overall height
of the shrubs was used as an indication of soil depth; short statured plants were an indication of
shallow soils or soils with restrictive rooting layers. These soils are generally not suitable for pygmy
rabbit burrows. Therefore, sagebrush at least three feet in height was used as an indicator of potential
habitat.
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‘There are areas of potential pygmy rabbit habitat within the Spring Valley Booster Pump Station and
Pipeline project area. However, the soils were too rocky and/or shallow for pygmy rabbit habitat. No
pygmy rabbits, burrows, or pellets were observed during the biological surveys.

Western Burrowing Owl

Western burrowing owls use abandoned burrows as nest sites. Several burrows were examined
during the survey. Some of the observed burrows were active, but the activity was limited to badgers,
coyotes, and possible other species such as snakes, lizards, and mice.

Greater Sage-Grouse

Greater Sage-Grouse occupy upland shrub communities, breeding on established leks (or strutting
grounds), and inhabiting the nesting and brooding habitat in proximity to riparian areas. No sign of
Greater Sage-Grouse was observed.

Other

No threatened, endangered, candidate, or state sensitive plant species are known to occur within, or
in the immediate vicinity of, the Spring Valley Booster Pump Station and Pipeline.

5 Conclusions

Vegetation along the pipeline route consisted primarily of infroduced species and scattered shrub
cover. No plants of concern or important habitats were encountered.

Based on the field observations of the vegetation community and the location of the project being
within a housing community and roads, there are no wildlife concerns within the survey areas.

No pygmy rabbits, burrows, or pellets were observed during the Spring Valley Booster Pump Station
and Pipeline surveys.

No Burrowing Owls were observed during the Spring Valley Booster Pump Station and Pipeline
SUrveys.

No Greater Sage-grouse or their sign was observed during the Spring Valley Booster Pump Station
and Pipeline surveys.

Russian thistle, tumble mustard, bur buttercup, and cheatgrass are invasive species of weeds
observed during the survey. These invasive species are common in disturbed areas including, but not
limited to, fence lines and roads. Musk thistle is a Category B noxious weed was observed within the
Engle Drive section of the Spring Valley Booster Pump Station Pipeline. Surface disturbance
activities increase the potential for noxious weeds to establish, and non-native and invasive species
to spread.
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PUBLIC NOTICE AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION



| «Advertising

Receipt

Elko Daily Free Press

PO Box 717
Provo, UT 84603-0717

Phone: (877)696-8881
Fax: (801)356-3011

\. J/
a N ™
OSCAR LARSON AND ASSOCIATES Acct#. 11102336
TOM IKESAK! Ad#: 00077532
8370 STUDIO CT. SUITE 160 Phone: (916)691-2313
ELK GROVE , CA 95758 Date: 09/30/2010
Ad taker: elkw Salesperson: 011
\.. AN vy
Classification: 001
(Description Start Stop Ins. Cost/Day Extras Total )
BOOSTER PUMP STATION 10/04/2010  10/04/2010 1 72.44 0.00 72.44

Total: 72.44
Tax: 0.00
Net: 7244

Prepaid: -72.44

( Total Due G.{z{))




w.elkodaily.com
3720 Idaho Street » Elko, Nevada 89801

Affidavit of Publication

" BEFORE THE PUBKIC UTILITI

1, Tara Roberts, accounting manager of the Elko Daily Free
Press, published daily at Elko, Nevada, do solemnly swear that
a copy of BOOSTER PUMP STATION as per clipping
attached, was published October 4, 2010, in the regular and
entire issue of said newspaper, with general circulation of Elko
and Lander counties, and not in any supplement thereof for one
week in the issue dated October 4, 2010.

Accounting Manager

Subscribed and sworn to before me, on O(" ’9. 5 _

// e

Notary Public:

'é%ﬁ*t? fnunly -
JTIEI, #072623-5 '
(TIEL ATE e




ATTACHMENT G

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

1 certify that | am an employee of Integrated Resource Management, 1.LC, and on this
17 day of December, 2010, on behalf of Spring Creek Utilities Co., T have caused to be
served, by either electronic or U.S. Mail, a true and correct copy of the foregoing

document on each of the parties indicated below:

Tammy Cordova, Staff Counsel

Public Utilities Commission of Nevada
101 Convention Center Drive

Las Vegas NV 89109

tcordova@puc.nv.gov
pucn.sc@puc.nv. gov

Eric Witkoski

Chief Deputy Attorney General
Bureau of Consumer Protection
100 N. Carson St

Carson City NV89701
EWitkoskifag.nv,gov
bepserv@ag.nv.gov

Reese Tietje

Nevada State Clearinghouse
Budget and Planning Division
209 E. Musser St, Rm 200
Carson City NV 89701
rtietie@budget.state.nv.us
clearinghouse@state.nv.us

Winifred Smith, Elko County Clerk
Elko County

571 1daho St.

Elko NV 89801
wamith@elkocountynv.net

An Egaﬁo'yee of Infegrated Resource Management, LLC



