
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF NEVADA

Application of COPPER MOUNTAN )
SOLAR Ill, LLC for a permit under the )
Utility Environmental Protection Act to )
construct the Copper Mountain Solar III )
Project, consist ing of a 120 MW solar ) Docket No. I 0-
energy generating facility and associated )
230 kV generation-tie power lines. to be )
localed in Clark County, Nevada. )

INITIAL APPLICATION FOR I 'ERMIT TO CONSTRUCT
ELECTRIC UTILITY FACILITIES

Applicant COPPER MOUNI'AIN SOLAR Il l ,  LLC ("CMS III") f i lcs i ts application

with the Public tJt i l i t ics Contmission o1'Nevada ("Commission") fbr a pcrmit to construct

uti l i ty laci l i t ies to be known as the Copper Mountain Solar II I  pro.jcct ("CMS III  pro.iect ' ,)

pursuant to the rcquirements of the Utit i ty Bnvironmcntal l)rotection Act. NRS 704.820 el

.rer7. ("UEPA") and NAC 703.421. The CMS III  Pro.iect wil l  rcquire a fedcral permir and

revicw under the National Lrnvironmental Policy Act ("NEI)A") and CMS III will therefore

follow the two-step application process as providcd for under NRS 704.870 and NAC

703.421 and 703.423. CMS III  submits the fbl lowing inlormation in support of i ts

application:

1. Namc and Address of Applicant and Arrpl icant's Attorney

Communications concerning this application shor-rld be dirccted to:

Roberl G. Johnston, Esq. Taylor O. Mil ler, Esq.
Kilpatrick, Johnston and Adler Senior Environmental Counsel
412 Norlh Division Street Sempra Energy
Carson City, NV 89703 925 L Streer, Suite 650
Phone: 775-882-6112 Sacramenro" CA 95814
Fax: 775-882-6114 Phone: 916-492-4248
rjohnston.k-ia@pyramid.net Fax: 916-448-1213

TMiller@Sempra.com



with a copy to:

Copper Mountain Solar III, LLC
Attention: Alberto Abreu
101 Ash Street
San Diego,  CA 92101
Phone: 619-696-2121
Fax: 619-696-2911

2. Initial Application Pursuant to NRS 70,1.870(2Xa)

The CMS III  project uti l i ty laci l i t ies wil l  consist of threc components: ( l) a nominal

120-MWl solar photovoltaic ("PV") clectr icity gencrating laci l i ty; (2) a nominal 230-kV

generation-tie power line ("gen-tie line") to delivcr clectricity fiom the generating facility to

the exist ing Copper Mountain Solar I ("CIMS I") and McCullough elcctr ical substations, and

(3) a nominal 230-kV gencration-tie power line connccting the CMS I Substation to the

Eldorado Substation to cxpand the deliverability options tor the elcctricity generatcd by the

CMS III pro.icct. 'l 'hc 
solar PV generating lacility will be locatcd entirely on privatc land.

The gen-t ies wil l  be locatcd on privatc land with a port ion of thcir roulcs within clesignated

utility corridors administered by thc Dcpartment of Intcrior, Burcau ol- Lancl Managemcnt

("BLM").

Coincident with the l i l ing ol ' this application, CMS l l l  is l i l ing an application with the

BLM for a rights-of-way ("ROW") grant to sitc thc 230 kV gcn-tie linc components of thc

CMS III project. An analysis of the environmental impacts associated with the CMS lll

project will be undertaken pursuant to NEPA by thc BLM in the course o1- its consideration

of CMS III's application for the ROW grant.

UEPA establishes a two-step application procedure fbr projects subject to f-edcral

permitting and environmental review. This initial application is being filed pursuant to NRS

I The actual generating capacity could vary from this value due to construction issues at the site which rnay
limit the amount of developable land, as well as changes to solar panel technology which could significantly
increase the efficiency and generating capacity ofpanels.



704.870(2)(a), which requires filing with the Commission of a permit application not later

than the date on which a permit application is filed with the appropriate federal agency. The

CMS III project is still under study and development. Therefbre, as contemplated by IJEPA,

a subsequent, more detailed amended application will be flled with the Comrnission pursuant

to NRS 704.870(2)(b) afier completion by the BI-M of its environmental analysis. The

amended application will provide the infbrmation nccessary for the Comrnission to hear the

application and makc the findings and dcterminations required lbr issuance of a permit tbr

the CMS III  Proicct under NI{S 704.890.

3. Information Required bv NAC 703.421

Pursuant to NAC 703.421. CMS i l l  submits the fol lowinLr inlbrmation:

(a) General Descript ion of the Location of the Proposed Facil i t ies
-NAC 703.421(t\

( l)  120-MW Solar PV Electr icity Generating Facil iQ

' l 'he 
CMS III  solar PV generating l irci l i ty 'sitc is locatecl in thc ( l i tv ol- l louldcr Cli ty. in

the I'tldorado Vallcy. approximatcly 7.5 milcs southwest ol- downtor.rn BoLrldcr City. and

approxirnatcly 4.7 rni lcs southwcst of thc intcrscction ol- Highway 93 and Higl iw'ay 95,. just

north of the Lrldorado Valley clry lake bcd. A regional n'rap identi lying the location o1'the

generating lacility is attached to this application as Flxhibit A. Thc proposed site was the

only suitablc property available lbr lease. through a compctit ive bid proccss. in thc Boulder

City Energy Lone. No suitable alternativc locations lbr the solar gcnerating faci l i ly werc

oflbred in the Boulder City request 1br proposal 1br land leases in the El Dorado Valley.

(2\ 230-kV Gen-Tie Line

CMS III has developed a proposed and an alternative gen-tie route to deliver

electricity from the generating facility to existing electrical substations. A rcgional map

showing each of the gen-tie routes is attached to this application as Exhibit B. The proposed



gen-tie route, approximately 8.5 miles in length, would be a double-circuit line. with one

circuit connecting directly with the McCullough Substation and the other circuit connecting

directly to the CMS I Substation. The alternative gen-tie, approximately 8.4 miles in length.

would also be a double-circuit line, with one circuit connecting directly with the McCullough

Substation and the other circuit connecting directly to the CMS I Surbstation. Thc proposed

route is prelerred as it is similar in length and providcs additional clearances at those

locations where exist ing l incs wil l  havc to be crossed.

(3) 230-kV Copper Mountain Solar Link ("CMS Link") Gcn-Tie Line

l 'he CMS III  Project wil l  includc a nominal 230-kV gen-t ie l inking the CMS I

Substation directly to thc ncarby llldorado Substation to expand the market for the electricity

generated by the CMS III  solar PV faci l i ty. This double circuit gen-t ie. the CMS Link, wil l

be approximately 0.6 miles in lcngth.

(b) General Dcscript ion of the Proposcd Uti l i fy Facil i t ies - NAC 703.421(2)

(l) 120-MW Solar PV Electr icity ( ienerating l 'aci l i ty

' l 'he 
gcnerating laci l i ty '  wil l  bc an approximatcly 120-MW solar photovoltaic 1PV)

electr icity generating faci l i ty, located cntirely on private land leased by CMS III .  
' l 'he 

CMS

III pro.lect will utilize ground-mountcd PV panel technology to collect solar radiation, which

will be sent to an electrical collection system that will convert generatcd power lionr direct

current (DC) to alternaling current (AC). A substation will elcvate thc voltage of the power

and electrically connect it to existing substations. 
'l 'hc 

clectricity will be sold to utilities on

the wholesale market. Associated site inliastructure will include access road imorovenlents.

driveways, storm water drainage systems and fbncing.

Natural resources anticipated for construction and operation include materials

used for construction such as steel for supports and fencing, silicon, cadmium, tellurium,



sopper, and other metals used in the manufacturing of the PV modules, cement and aggregate

for concrete for foundations and gravel or aggregate for on-site roadways. Small amounts of

water will be required for dust suppression and concrete fabrication during construction.

Very l i t t le water wil l  be required during operations. Water wil l  be supplied by an erist ing

water line that serves the Eldorado Vallcy.

A detailed description of the atl'ected natural resoLrrccs, inclLrding biological

resources, air quali ty, soi ls and cultural rcsources wil l  be presented in an environmental

review as rcquircd by the Bl,M, to bc lr led with the amcndcd application.

(2) 230-kV Gen-Tie Line - Proposed and Alternative Routcs

'fhc 
230-kV gen-t ie powcr l ine wil l  consisl o1'a doublc circuit on conrnlon structurcs

in a 120-foot wide ROW. The common structures wil l  be latt icc towers no more than 150

f'eet high on dri l led pier lbundatiorrs. 
' l -hc 

span between support ing structurcs wil l  be

between 750 and 1.200 f 'ect.

Natural resourccs anticipated lbr construction and operation include matcrials uscd

for construction such as steel lbr transmission polcs and lbr-rnclations, ccmcnt and aggrcgatc

fbr concrete for for-rndations and gravcl or aggrcgate Ibr on-sitc roadways. Minimal amounls

o1- waler will be requircd 1br dust suppression and concrete fabrication during construction.

Water will be supplied by an existing watcr line that serves the Flldorado Valley.

A detailed description of the affectcd natural resources, including biological

rcsources. air quality, soils and cultural rcsources n'ill bc presentcd in an environmental

review as required by the BLM, to be filed with thc amended application.

(3) 230-kV CMS Link

The 230-kV CMS Link connectins the CMS I Substation to the Eldorado Substation

will consist of a double circuit on common structures in a 120-foot wide ROW. The



common structures will be lattice towers no more than 150 feet high on drilled pier

fbundations. The span between supporling structures will be between 750 and 1,200 feet.

Natural resources used in construction and operation will be the same as those described for

the 230 KV gen-tie line.

A detailed description of the affected natural resources. including biological

resources, air quali ty. soi ls and cultural resources wil l  be presented in an cnvironmcntal

review as requircd by the BLM, to be fllcd with thc amendcd UEPA application.

(c) Summary of Anticipated Studies of the Environmental Impact
-NAC 703.421(3',)

Environmcntal studies completcd or to be conductcd at the CMS III  Project sitc

include thc fol lowins:

. Environmental Asscssmcnt. to be prcparcd by' a third partv consultant as determined

nccessary by the BLM.

. Environmcntal Pennitting Plan detailing necessary f'ederal. state and local perntits

requirements. A summary ol 'expecled pcrmits and approvals is attachcd as l lxhibit Cl.

.  Biological Survey. Dral i  report completed by Ironwood Consult ing Inc. on Augusl 23,

2010. Final report to be submitted upon completion of addit ional sensit ivc status surveys in

the appropriatc scason as determined nccessary.

. Phase I Environmental Site Assessmcnt fbrthc CMS III  Project lcasc arcato be prcparcd by

Wcstcrn' l 'echnologies Inc.

. Cultural resources overview and archaeological investigations to be conducted as may be

determined appropriate.

Copies of all studies filed with the Bureau of Land Management or other agencies will be

included with the amended UEPA application.



(d) Copy of Public Notice of the Application and Proof of Publication
- NAC 703.42r(1\

A copy of the public notice of this initial application is attached as Exhibit D. Proof

of publication of the public notice of this application in Clark County, Nevada is attached as

Exhibit E.

(e) Proof of Submission of the Application to the Nevada State
Clearinghouse and Proof of Service - NAC 703.421(5)

Proof of submission of this application to the Nevada State Clcaringhouse to enable

agency review and oomment, and proof of scrvice on the Nevada Division of Environmental

Protection and local governmcnts in the arca in which ths lacilities arc to be located, is

attachcd as Exhibit F.

WFIEREFORE, CMS III  respectful ly requests thc Commission notice this f i l ing as

the initial application as requircd by NRS 704.870(2)(a) and NRS 704.tt70(5). At such time

as CMS l l l  f i les i ts amended application as providcd fbr under NRS 704.870(2Xb). CMS III

will request that the Commission further proccss CMS III's application and issue a LJtjl'}A

permit for the proposed facilities.

DATED this l,'" day of Decembcr, 2010.

KILPATRICK. JOHNS'I'ON & At,DBIT
412 North Division Street
Carson City, NV 89703
(7t 5\ 882-6112

Robefl  G. Johnston. Esq.

Attorneys for Copper Mountain Solar III, LLC



Exhibit A
Project Area
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Exhibit  B
Proposed Action and Alternative
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Exhibit C
Permit Summary



Permits, Approvals, and Authorizations for the Copper Mountain Solar ll l

Proiect

Reeurneo lssutNc AGENCY
PenNrr/AppRovAL

PuRpose

FEDERAL

Federal ROW Granq BLM (lead agency) Application for grant of federal ROW
Appl icat ion Form 299

Environmental BLM (lead agency) Environmental report to support the

Assessment (EA) National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

review for grant of ROW

Natronal Historic BLM, Nevada State Required comPonent for grant of ROW by

Preservatron Act Historic BLM as Lead Agency
Compliance with Preservation Office,
Sect ion 106

Endangered Species Act  BLM, US Fish and Required component  for  grant  of  ROW by
Sect ion 7 Compl iance Wi ld l i fe  Serv ice BLM as Lead Agency

Srate

Util ity Environmental Public Util i ty Permit required for renewable uti l i ty facil i t ies

Protection Act Permit Commission of greater than 70 MW
Nevada

General Storm Water Nevada Required to demonstrate compliance with

Permit for Construction Department of water discharge and control measures
Activit ies Environmental

Protection

Cultural Resources State Historical Required to conform with Section 106 of the
Survey Preservation Office National Historic Preservation Acr

Survey for Native Cacti Nevada State Required to conform with the Arizona Natlve

and Yucca and Permit Department of Plant law (Nevada Revised Statutes
for  Removal  as Needed Agr icu l ture 527.060-.120)

CouNrv

Dust Control Permit Clark County Permit f i led by construction contractor prior
Department  of  Ai r  to  construct ion

Qual i ty  and
Envrronmental
Management

Habitat Mitigation Clark County Required to comply with all provisions of the
Department of Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan,
Environmental including Section l0 mitigation fee of $550
Management per developed acre, and relocation of

tortoises if necessary

Crrv

Building/Grading/Fencing Boulder City All necessary permits fi led by construction

Permtts Plannrng and Zontng cont . ractor  Pr lor  to  construct lon
Deoartment



Exhibi t  D
Publ ic Not ice



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF NEVADA

NOTICE OF INITIAL APPLICATION FOR A
PERMIT TO CONSTRUCT A UTILITY FACILITY

COPPER MOUNTAIN SOLAR III, t,LC will frle with the public Utilities
commission of Nevada ("commission") an initial application for a permit to
construct the copper Mountain Solar IIi project (,,the project") under the
provisions of the Utility Environmental protcction Act (,,UBpA,,).

The Project wil l  consist of three components: ( l) a nominal 120 megawatt solar
photovoltaic electricity generating facility; (2) a generation-tic power line to
deliver electricity from the generating l'acility to cxisting electrical substations;
and (3) a gcneration-t ie power I ine connecting thc exist ing Copper Mountain
Solar I Substation to thc existing Eldoraclo Substation to expand the delivcrability
options fbr the clectricity generatccl by thc pro.ject.

' fhe 
solar pl-rotovoltaic elcctr icitv generating laci l i ty wil l  be constructed i '  the

Eldorado va l ley in  the c i ty  o f  Bor- r lder  c i ty  in  por t ions o1 'sect ions 4,5,7,g,  anc l
18, Townshtp 24 South, Range 63 East, and port ions ol. Sections 33 and 34,
Township 23 South, Rangc 63 rrast. The location is approximately 7.5 miles
southwest o1'downtown Iloulder (lity and approximarely 4.7 miles southwest o1,
thc intersection of-Flighway 93 and tlighway 95, just north of thc ljldorado Vallev
dry lake bed.

The generation-tic powcr line to dcliver clectricity froni the generating 1acility to
existing electrical substations will be constructcd on one o1'two alternative routes.'fhe 

proposcd route, approxinratcly 8.5 ntiles in length, wor-rld be in a 12o-fbot-
w ide r igh to l 'wayco r r i do r th roughpor t i onso l . scc t i ons  4 .5 ,7 ,u ,  l g ,  l 9and30 in
T'ownship 24 Sor-rlh. Itangc 63 Eas1, portions o1' Sections 25. 35 anci 36 rn
1'ownship 24 South, Range 62 lrast, ancl port ions of Sections 1.2 and 12 in
Township 25 Sou1h, Range 62 East. 'fhe 

alternativc route, approximately tt.4
miles in length, would be in a l2O-foot-wide right ol- way corridor through
por t ions of  Sect ions 4,5,7,8,  18,  and 19 in  Township 24 South,  Range 63 East .
port ions of Sections 24,25,35 and 36 in Township 24 South, Range 62 East, and
portions of Sections 1 ,2 and 12 in Township 25 South, Range 62 East.

In addition, a generation-tie power line connecting the existing Copper Mountain
Solar i Substation to the existing Eldorado Substation, approximately 0.6 miles in



length, will be constructed in a portion of Sections 1 and 12 in Township 25
South, Range 62East.

The initial application to the Commission will be filed under and govemed by the
provisions of UEPA, Nevada Revised Statutes 704.g20 through 704.g00,and the
Commission's rules and regulations thereunder. The application will contain a
general description of the location of the proposed Project, a general description
of the proposed Pro.iect iacilities, and a summary of the studies that copper
Mountain Solar III, LLC anticipates will be macle of the environmental impact of
the Project. Because copper Mountain Solar III, LLC is applying to the
Deparlment of Interior, Bureau of [,and Management (,,BLM") Ibr a righl o1, way
grant to site the generation-tic power lines, the BLM will be conductilg an
environmental review of'the Project under the National Environmental policy
Act, and thcrefore the application to thc Commission wil l  be an init ial applicati 'n,
with an amcnded application to be filed after completion of the B[.M,s
environmental review as provided in Ncvada Rcviscd Statutes 704.g70(2)(b).

A copy of the init ial application wil l  be availablc on the Commission's r.vebsite
after filing. Additional inlormation aboul the UIrPA application proccss ald a
person's r ight to part icipatc in that proccss can bc fbLrncl i1 Chapter-701 of
Nevada Revised Statutcs and Chapter 703 ol-thc Ncvada Aclministrative Code.



Exhibit E
Proof of Publication
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Exhibit F
Proof of Submission



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I cerlify that I am an employee of Kilpatrick, Johnston & Adler, and that on the 2nd

day of December, 2010, I served the foregoing Initial Application for Permit to Construct

Electric Utility Facilities by either by U.S. Mail or electronic mail as indicated below, to each

of the persons identified on the fbllowing list:

U.S. Mail Transmittal:

Nevada Division of Environmental Protection
901 S. Stewart Strect, Suite 4001
Carson City, NV 89701

Ncvada Dept. of Conservation & Natr-rral Resourccs
901 S. Stewart Street, Suite 5001
Las Vegas, NV 89701

Clark Counly Clerk
200 Lcwis Avc.. 5th lr loor
Las Vegas.  NV 89155

Lorene Krumm
City Clerk
Boulder City Clerk's Off lce
401 California Avenue
Boulder City, NV 89005

Las Vegas City Clerk
City Hall, First Floor
400 Stewaft Avenue
Las Vegas, NV 8c)101

Electronic Mail:

Nevada State Clearinghouse
Department of Admini stration
209 F.. Musser Street, Room 200
Carson City, NV 89701
clearinghouse@budget. state.nv. us.



Tammy Cordova, Esq.
Staff Counsel
Public Uti l i t ies Commission of Nevada
9075 West Diablo Drive. Suite 250
Las Vegas, NV 89148
tcordova@puc.nv.gov

Mark Harris
Hlectrical Engineer
Public Uti l i l ics Clommission of Nevada
1 150 East Wil l iam Street
Carson City, NV 89701
mpharris@puc.nv.gov

Eric Witkowski, Esq.
Chicf Depuly Atlorney General
Bureau of Consumer Protection
100 N. Carson Street
Carson Clity, NV 89701
bcpi nfor:ag(i)statc. nv. us

- )  
(

tu
Marie Sura,rPLS

L e-*


