United States Forest Humboldt-Toiyabe Mountain City Ranger District
USDA Department of Service National Forest Elko Office
sl Agriculture 2035 Last Chance Road
Elko, NV 89801-4808

File Code: 1950
Date: November 8, 2010

Dear Reader:

The Mountain City Ranger District is proposing the 76 Creek Abandoned Mine Closure Project.
This project is located within the 76 Creek watershed north of Charleston in Elko County,
Nevada. See attached map.

Within the project area there are four historic abandoned mine openings that are a public safety
hazard. The Forest Service, in cooperation with the Nevada Division of Minerals, is proposing
to close these openings to provide for public safety. Methods used to close these openings would
involve the use of foam plugs and metal gates.

The Forest Service will be conducting an analysis of this proposal prior to making a decision on
whether or not to approve the project. As part of this analysis we are inviting public comment on
the project at this time. Soliciting public comments is required for all Forest Service proposed
actions, including those that may be categorically excluded from further analysis and
documentation in an Environmental Impact Statement Environmental Assessment. Internal
scoping indicates that this project meets the requirements under Category 8 — Short term (1 year
or less) mineral, energy, or geophysical investigations and their incidental support activities that
may require cross-country travel by vehicles and equipment, construction of less than 1 mile of
low standard road, or use and minor repair of existing roads. (36 CFR 220.6(e) (8)

The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation encourages agencies to coordinate the review of
impacts to heritage resources as required under the National Historic Preservation Act with
reviews required under the National Environmental Policy Act. Regulations (36 CFR, part 800)
concerning protection and preservation of historic and pre-historic properties give the public,
local governments, and other entities opportunities to participate in the review and evaluation of
effects to cultural sites.

This review and evaluation is referred to as the Section 106 process, because it refers to section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. In addition to seeking comments about historic
and pre-historic sites, certain individuals and organizations with a demonstrated interest in the
undertaking may participate as consulting parties in the Section 106 process. The Forest Service
shall consider all written requests to participate as a consulting party.

Your written comments, concerns, and suggestions should be sent to Doug Clarke, Project
Coordinator, at 2035 Last Chance Road, Elko, Nevada 89801. Comments can also be sent via
facsimile to the following number: 775-778-6167. Electronic comments can be sent to:

comments-intermtn-humboldt-toiyabe- rubymtns-jarbidge@fs.fed.us.
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Please note “76 Creek” in subject line of your e-mail message. If requested, a copy of all
comments provided in response to this letter will be made available to the public. This will
include names, addresses and any other information provided with the comments.

In order to be most effective, the Forest Service requests your comments on this project by
December 15, 2010. We are also asking that you inform us of whether or not you wish to
remain on the mailing list for this project. If we do not hear from you regarding your interest we
may remove your name from the project mailing list.

For more information on this project, please contact Doug Clarke, Project Coordinator, at (775)

778-6127. We thank you for your interest in the management of your national forests and look
forward to your comments.

Sincerely,

/s/Cheri Howell
CHERI HOWELL
Acting District Ranger

Enclosure



76 Creek Closures
Mountain City Ranger District
Humboldt - Toiyabe National Forest

JEM.
11/8/10

This GIS product was compiled from various sources and may be corrected,
updated, modified, or replaced at any time. For more information contact:
Elko Zone Office, Elko, Nevada (775) 738-5171.
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