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RE: UEPA Permit Application for the TransWest Transmission Project

TransWest Express LLC will file an Initial Application to the Public Utilities Commission of
Nevada for a permit to construct a high-voltage electric utility transmission line crossing lands in
Lincoln and Clark Counties. The application will be filed pursuant to the Utility Environmental
Protection Act (UEPA) under Nevada Revised Statutes, Chapter 704, Section 820 to 900 (NRS
704.820 to 704.900) and Nevada Administrative Code, Chapter 703, Sections 415 to 427 (NAC
703.415 to 703.427). Pursuant to NAC 703.421(5), TransWest Express LLC is submitting this
UEPA initial permit application to the Nevada State Clearing House to enable agency review and
comment.

The TransWest Transmission Project (TWE Project) is an extra high-voltage 600-kilovolt (kV)
direct current (DC) transmission line extending from south-central Wyoming, to southern
Nevada; a distance of approximately 765 miles. The transmission line would cross portions of
the states of Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, and Nevada. Associated facilities include two
terminal/converter stations, one to be located in Wyoming and the other to be located southwest
of Boulder City, in Clark County, Nevada; and a communication system for command and
control, which will require a fiber optic network and periodic regenerative sites.

The purpose of and need for the transmission line is to provide the transmission infrastructure
and capacity necessary to reliably and cost-effectively deliver approximately 3,000 megawatts
(MW) of electric power capacity between Wyoming and the Desert Southwest (DSW) region,
which for the purposes of the TWE Project, consists of the states of Arizona, Nevada, and
southern California.

The TWE Project will achieve the following goals: 1) allow consumers access to renewable
energy sources and contribute to meeting national, regional and state environmental policies,
including state mandated renewable portfolio standards and greenhouse gas reduction targets; 2)
meet increasing customer demand with improved electrical system reliability and 3) allow
consumers access to domestic energy sources. The project will also provide increased access to
the grid for third party transmission users, expand regional economic development through
increased employment and enlargement of the property tax base and maintain the standard of
living associated with highly reliable electricity service.
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The transmission line will traverse federal, state, and private lands. Because the transmission line
will traverse federal land administered mostly by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM),
TransWest Express LLC filed with the BLM a preliminary application for grant of right-of-way
(Standard Form 299 [SF299]). Based on the review of this preliminary information, the BLM has
determined that the project is a major federal action requiring the preparation of an
environmental impact statement (EIS) in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA). The BLM is currently considering a number of alternative routes for the transmission
line, some of which are located in Lincoln, Clark and White Pine Counties. The TWE proposed
route and preliminary transmission line alternative routes identified thus far have been sited to
parallel existing linear facilities and occupy designated utility corridors to the extent practicable,
with consideration of technical requirements necessary to achieve capacity and reliability
objectives. The BLM will be conducting public scoping for the TWE Project in late 2009 or
early 2010, and will subsequently determine which alternative routes will be analyzed and
documented in the EIS. The EIS will be prepared by the BLM in cooperation with other affected
agencies, as appropriate. Following the completion of the EIS (2011/2012), TransWest Express
LLC will amend the initial UEPA permit application with detailed information.

The preliminary proposed and alternative routes included in the UEPA initial permit application
reflect those included in the December 2008 SF299 to the BLM.

We look forward to your comments. Please do not hesitate to call me at (775) 687-0202 if you
have questions.

Sincerely,

(i L

Patrick V. Fagan, Fsq.
Allison, MacKenzie, Pavlakis,
Wright & Fagan, Ltd.

Enclosure: Initial Application for a Permit to Construct under the UEPA
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The Applicant’s authorized representatives are:

Roxane J. Perruso, Esq. Patrick V. Fagan, Esq.
Vice-President and General Counsel Jennifer Mahe, Esq.
TransWest Express LLC Allison, MacKenzie, Pavlakis,
555 17" Street, Suite 2400 Wright & Fagan, Ltd.
Denver, CO 80202 402 N. Division Street

Direct: (303) 299-1342 Carson City, NV 89703

Fax: (303) 299-1356 Telephone: (775) 687-0202

E-mail: roxane perusso@tac-denver.com Fax: (775) 882-7918
E-mail: pfagan(@allisonmackenzie.com
E-mail: jmahe(@allisonmackenzie.com

Copies of all pleadings, notices, discovery requests and correspondence related to this

Initial Application should be sent to the above authorized representatives of the Applicant.

B.  Background

1. The TWE Project
The TWE Project is a regional transmission project in the Western United States

designed to provide electric power, principally green power, in an environmentally responsible
manner to the Desert Southwest Region (DSW) of the United States, including markets in
Nevada. The TWE Project is a 600 kV direct current (DC) transmission line which extends
approximately 765 miles between south ceniral Wyoming and southern Nevada, 111.5 miles
being in Nevada. The 600 kV DC line will connect two (2) terminal converter stations and will
deliver power developed from renewable resources, as well as some fossil fuel (primarily
natural gas), from Wyoming to growing markets in the DSW region.

The TWE Project would begin at a new terminal converter station in Carbon
County, Wyoming, in the vicinity of Rawlings, Wyoming, near Medicine Bow and end in Clark
County, Nevada, southwest of Boulder City, Clark County, Nevada, near the existing
Marketplace Substation. In Nevada, the TWE Project will enter the state north of Mesquite near
the Geyser Ranch in Lincoln County. The route then continues in a southwesterly direction
towards Glendale and Moapa (Clark County), crosses the Moapa River Indian Reservation,

continuing south towards Las Vegas, Nevada. The proposed line continues south along the
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5 PROOF OF SERVICE (NAC 703.422(5), NRS 704.870(3), NRS
704.870(4)(a))
Exhibit B is proof of service to the clerks of Lincoln, White Pine and Clark

Counties, Nevada.

6. PROOF OF MAILING TO THE NEVADA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
(NAC 703.421(5))

Exhibit C is a copy of the Cover Letter sent to the Nevada State Clearinghouse
and an Affidavit of Mailing such letter.

7. PROOF OF FILING WITH THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DIVISION
OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF
CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES (NRS 704.870(3))

Exhibit B includes a certificate of service of this Application to the Administrator
of the Division of Environmental Protection of the State Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources.

CONCLUSION

TransWest Express, LLC requests that the Commission, after a complete review
of the information presented herein, and after submission of an Amended Application pursuant
to NRS 704.870(2)(b), issue a UEPA permit to TransWest Express, LLC to construct the
proposed facilities in Nevada.

A
DATED this 3_ day of ,;‘@Wﬂ’?éq“ , 2009.

ALLISON, MacKENZIE, PAVLAKIS,
WRIGHT & FAGAN, LTD.
P.O. Box 646

Carson City,%
By: _ é/ %&7“—""

PATRICK V. FAGAK, ESQ.
Nevada State Bar No.
JENNIFER MAHE, ESQ.
Nevada State Bar No. 9620
Attorneys for Applicant
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138, Describe ol reastnable aliernative rowies and modes considerad.

Please raler o Altachmen A

b, Why vere thess allernatives nol selactad?

Plaase refer to Altachment A

¢ Giva explanation as jo why it is necassary io cross Federal Lands

Please rafar Atlachmenl A,

14. Lisl authorizetions and perding applications filed for similar projects which may provide information 1o the suthorzing agency. (Speclly aumber, dale, code, o name)

Ploasa rafar to Attachmenl A,

15, Provide stalamen of need for project, incheding the economic leasitlly and ilems such 8s; (a) cost of proposal fconstuclion, eperation, and matlenanca), (b} estimated cost of
next basl allernalve; and (&) expecied pubSc benefls,

Pigase rafer 1o Atlachmant A

16, Descrbe probable effects on the populslion in the ares, including the social and economic aspects, and tha npral lifastylas.
Please relar to Attachminl A

17. Describa Braly environmental effects that the proposed project will have on: (a) air quality. () visual impact; (c) suface and ground waler quality and quantity; (d) the contral or
glructural change on any slream or ofher body af water, {a) exisling nofse lovels; and ([} the surface of (he land, including vegeatation, permeliost, sof, and soil siability.

Please refer o Allachment A,

18, Dascribe the probable effacts thal the proposed project will have on (3] populetions of fish, plantile, wildlife, and marine 1, inciuding Ihrealened and endangered species; and {b)
markne mammals, including hunting. capturing, colleckng, of kilng these animals.

Please refer to Attachmen| A,

15, State whether any hazardous maledal, as defimad in this paragragh, will be used, produced, lransponed of slofed on ar within the Aght-of-way ar any of the fighl-ol-way lackities, or
ueed in the construction, operalion, mainlenance or tarminalicn of e rght-ofway or any of ls fecililes. "Hezerdous matedal” means any substance, pollulant or confaminant thet
i listed a5 hazardous undar e Comprehansive Environmentad Response, Compansation, and Lisbikly Acl of 1980, a5 amendad, 42 LLS.C. 9601 et soq , and Hs regulations. The
definilion of hazardous substances under CERCLA includas any "hazaidous washe” ag defined in the Resoucs Conservation and Recovery Act of 1978 (RCRA), a5 amended, 42
WS.C. 8001 ¢l 3aq., and ils reguiations. The ferm hazardous melerals also incledes sny nuclesr o byproduc) matesisl as delinad by the Alomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended,
42 UWE.C. 2011 al geg. The term does not include petroleum, indleding cnexde oll er any fracBon theneal thal s nol olhersse specifically isled or designated a5 8 hazardous
subslancn ynder CERCLA Sectlon 101{14), 42 U.5.C, 9801{14}, nor does tha taim Include natural gas.

Pizzasa rafer lo Anachment 4,

20. Mame ail tha Deparmeni(syAgencylies) wher this spplication (s being filed,
Please refar to Atachmant A

| HEREBY CERTIFY, That | am of lzgal age and suthonzed 1o da businass in the Siale and thad | have personally examingd tha infosrmalion condained in fhe application and befeve that
Thi infosmation submitted is comec luiheheslnd' fna

Signature of Applicant Date December 12, 2008

Willizm J. Mier, Prasident, TransWast Expass, LLE
—_—

Title 18, U5.C. Saction 1001, makes # & cime lor any person knowingly and withully 1o make 1o any depariment or agancy of the Unied Siales any lalse, Sciikous, or frsudulant
slalemants or reprasentalions as 1o any mallar wilhin ils jurisdicton,

—————————ra———
—_———— e


















































































































