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The Nevada LegislatureThe Nevada Legislature
A Brief History A Brief History ---- A Brief History A Brief History ----

In 1861, Territorial Governor James Nye In 1861, Territorial Governor James Nye 
d l d C  Cit  th  it  f  th  Fi t d l d C  Cit  th  it  f  th  Fi t declared Carson City the site for the First declared Carson City the site for the First 
Territorial Legislature.  Territorial Legislature.  
The Legislature designated Carson City as the The Legislature designated Carson City as the 
capital of the Nevada Territory, which was capital of the Nevada Territory, which was 
affirmed by the affirmed by the Nevada ConstitutionNevada Constitution in 1864.  in 1864.  
The Legislature has always met in Carson The Legislature has always met in Carson g yg y
City, but not always in the same building.City, but not always in the same building.



The Nevada LegislatureThe Nevada Legislature
A Brief History A Brief History ---- A Brief History A Brief History ----

The First Territorial Legislature was held at Abraham The First Territorial Legislature was held at Abraham 
Curry’s Warm Springs Hotel  located east of Carson City Curry’s Warm Springs Hotel  located east of Carson City Curry s Warm Springs Hotel, located east of Carson City Curry s Warm Springs Hotel, located east of Carson City 
where the Nevada State Prison now stands.where the Nevada State Prison now stands.

From 1862 to 1869  legislati e sessions were held in the From 1862 to 1869  legislati e sessions were held in the From 1862 to 1869, legislative sessions were held in the From 1862 to 1869, legislative sessions were held in the 
original Ormsby County Building, located on the west original Ormsby County Building, located on the west 
side between King and Musser streets.  side between King and Musser streets.  

For the next 100 years (1871 For the next 100 years (1871 –– 1969), the Legislature met 1969), the Legislature met 
in the State Capitol Building.  in the State Capitol Building.  p gp g

Since 1971, legislative sessions have been held in the Since 1971, legislative sessions have been held in the 
Legislative Building.  This building was renovated and Legislative Building.  This building was renovated and g g gg g g
expanded in the midexpanded in the mid--1990s.1990s.



The Nevada LegislatureThe Nevada Legislature
A B i f Hi  A B i f Hi  ---- A Brief History A Brief History ----

Changes over time Changes over time –– primarily due to technology.  primarily due to technology.  gg p y gyp y gy
1973, the Legislature added voting machines with a 1973, the Legislature added voting machines with a 
display board that allows for simultaneous electronic display board that allows for simultaneous electronic 

i  i  voting. voting. 
Beginning in 1997, the Legislature utilized computers Beginning in 1997, the Legislature utilized computers 
more fully   more fully   more fully.  more fully.  
Today, each member is issued a laptop computer that Today, each member is issued a laptop computer that 
provides a wide range of instantaneous electronic provides a wide range of instantaneous electronic p gp g
information, including bill text, fiscal notes, information, including bill text, fiscal notes, 
committee minutes, live audio and video “feeds” of committee minutes, live audio and video “feeds” of 
committee meetings  agendas  and more committee meetings  agendas  and more all at the all at the committee meetings, agendas, and more committee meetings, agendas, and more ——all at the all at the 
touch of a button.touch of a button.



The Nevada LegislatureThe Nevada Legislature
A Brief History A Brief History ---- A Brief History A Brief History ----

Legislative Counsel Bureau (LCB)Legislative Counsel Bureau (LCB)
As a response to the growing complexity of legislative As a response to the growing complexity of legislative p g g p y gp g g p y g
business, the Legislative Counsel Bureau (LCB) was created business, the Legislative Counsel Bureau (LCB) was created 
in 1945. in 1945. 
In 1963, the Legislature reorganized the LCB, giving it the In 1963, the Legislature reorganized the LCB, giving it the g g g gg g g g
structure and responsibilities similar to those it has today.  structure and responsibilities similar to those it has today.  
Nine years later, the Interim Finance Committee was added Nine years later, the Interim Finance Committee was added 
to administer a contingency fund for state agencies between to administer a contingency fund for state agencies between 
sessions   sessions   sessions.  sessions.  
Nevada’s LCB Nevada’s LCB ——consisting of the Administrative, Audit, consisting of the Administrative, Audit, 
Fiscal Analysis, Legal, and Research DivisionsFiscal Analysis, Legal, and Research Divisions——is a is a 
nonpartisan centralized agency of 150 to 175 people who nonpartisan centralized agency of 150 to 175 people who nonpartisan centralized agency of 150 to 175 people who nonpartisan centralized agency of 150 to 175 people who 
serve both houses and members of all political parties.  serve both houses and members of all political parties.  
In 1999, the Research Division created the Constituent In 1999, the Research Division created the Constituent 
Services Unit  which assists legislators in responding to a Services Unit  which assists legislators in responding to a Services Unit, which assists legislators in responding to a Services Unit, which assists legislators in responding to a 
wide range of constituent questions and requests. wide range of constituent questions and requests. 



2012 Election 2012 Election –– Key DatesKey Dates2012 Election 2012 Election Key DatesKey Dates
Primary Election: Primary Election: 

Close of voter registration (by mail) Close of voter registration (by mail) May 12  2012  May 12  2012  (postmarked)(postmarked)Close of voter registration (by mail) Close of voter registration (by mail) –– May 12, 2012  May 12, 2012  (postmarked)(postmarked)
Close of Voter Registration (in person) Close of Voter Registration (in person) –– May 22, 2012May 22, 2012
Early Voting begins Early Voting begins –– May 26, 2012May 26, 2012
Early Voting ends Early Voting ends –– June 8, 2012June 8, 2012
Primary Election day Primary Election day –– June 12, 2012June 12, 2012

General Election: General Election: General Election: General Election: 
Close of voter registration (by mail) Close of voter registration (by mail) –– October 7, 2012  October 7, 2012  (postmarked)(postmarked)
Close of Voter Registration (in person) Close of Voter Registration (in person) –– October 16, 2012October 16, 2012g ( p )g ( p ) ,,
Early Voting begins Early Voting begins –– October 20, 2012October 20, 2012
Early Voting ends Early Voting ends –– November 2, 2012November 2, 2012
Primary Election day Primary Election day November 6  2012November 6  2012Primary Election day Primary Election day –– November 6, 2012November 6, 2012



Offices Up for Reelection in 2012Offices Up for Reelection in 2012
One United States SenatorOne United States Senator
House of Representatives (4House of Representatives (4––including including House of Representatives (4House of Representatives (4 including including 
new district)new district)
Th  f fi  S  C  ffi  Th  f fi  S  C  ffi  Three of five Supreme Court offices Three of five Supreme Court offices 
(Seats  C, F, and G)(Seats  C, F, and G)( )( )
Numerous District Court JudgesNumerous District Court Judges
10 f 21 St t  S t10 f 21 St t  S t10 of 21 State Senators10 of 21 State Senators
All 42 members of the AssemblyAll 42 members of the Assemblyyy
Dozens of local officesDozens of local offices



Where Can I Get Election Information?Where Can I Get Election Information?
Office of the Secretary of StateOffice of the Secretary of State

http://www.nvsos.gov/http://www.nvsos.gov/p // g /p // g /
(775) 684(775) 684--57085708

Legislative Counsel Bureau’s “Vote Legislative Counsel Bureau’s “Vote Legislative Counsel Bureau s Vote Legislative Counsel Bureau s Vote 
Nevada” PageNevada” Page

htt // l t t /htt // l t t /http://www.leg.state.nv.us/http://www.leg.state.nv.us/
(775) 684(775) 684--68276827

Or visit the Internet web page of your Or visit the Internet web page of your 
local Registrar of Voters (Clark and local Registrar of Voters (Clark and g (g (
Washoe Counties) or your County Clerk Washoe Counties) or your County Clerk 
(all other counties) (all other counties) 



Reapportionment & RedistrictingReapportionment & Redistrictingpp gpp g
Every ten years, following the Federal Every ten years, following the Federal 
Census  the Nevada State Legislature Census  the Nevada State Legislature Census, the Nevada State Legislature Census, the Nevada State Legislature 
is responsible for reapportioning and is responsible for reapportioning and 
redistricting the districts for: redistricting the districts for: redistricting the districts for: redistricting the districts for: 

The U.S. House of Representatives;The U.S. House of Representatives;
Th  N d  St t  S t  Th  N d  St t  S t  The Nevada State Senate; The Nevada State Senate; 
The Nevada State Assembly; The Nevada State Assembly; 
Board Board of of Regents of the University of Regents of the University of 
Nevada; Nevada; and and 
The State Board of Education.  The State Board of Education.  

99



2011 Reapportionment and 2011 Reapportionment and 
R di i i  R di i i  Wh  H d?Wh  H d?Redistricting Redistricting –– What Happened?What Happened?

With legislators facing budget and revenue With legislators facing budget and revenue g g gg g g
constraints, there was little desire to increase the constraints, there was little desire to increase the 
size of the Legislature.size of the Legislature.
A greater percentage of Senate and Assembly A greater percentage of Senate and Assembly 
districts would shift to southern Nevada to account districts would shift to southern Nevada to account 
for the notable population growth in Clark Countyfor the notable population growth in Clark Countyfor the notable population growth in Clark County.for the notable population growth in Clark County.
The population of Nevada’s Hispanic community The population of Nevada’s Hispanic community 
more than tripled during the 1990’s and nearly more than tripled during the 1990’s and nearly p g yp g y
doubled throughout the first decade of the 2000’s.  doubled throughout the first decade of the 2000’s.  
Persons of Hispanic or Latino origin comprised over Persons of Hispanic or Latino origin comprised over 
26 5 t f N d ’  t t l l ti  i  th  2010 26 5 t f N d ’  t t l l ti  i  th  2010 26.5 percent of Nevada’s total population in the 2010 26.5 percent of Nevada’s total population in the 2010 
census.census.



2011 Reapportionment and 2011 Reapportionment and 
R di i i  R di i i  Wh  H d?Wh  H d?Redistricting Redistricting –– What Happened?What Happened?
Public hearings both before and during the Public hearings both before and during the g gg g
SessionSession——heard from dozens of parties regarding the heard from dozens of parties regarding the 
redistricting process.redistricting process.
The Legislature provided public work stations for The Legislature provided public work stations for 
mapping in both its Carson City and Las Vegas mapping in both its Carson City and Las Vegas 
offices  offices  offices. offices. 
The Legislature included comprehensive The Legislature included comprehensive 
information on its website which featured a information on its website which featured a 
dedicated reapportionment and redistricting dedicated reapportionment and redistricting 
webpage for meeting announcements, submitted webpage for meeting announcements, submitted 

l  f t h t  t  i f ti l it  d l  f t h t  t  i f ti l it  d plans, fact sheets, reports, informational items, and plans, fact sheets, reports, informational items, and 
historical data.historical data.



2011 Reapportionment and 2011 Reapportionment and 
R di i i  R di i i  Wh  H d?Wh  H d?Redistricting Redistricting –– What Happened?What Happened?
The Nevada Legislature did not complete the The Nevada Legislature did not complete the g pg p
redistricting process (except for Board of Regents) redistricting process (except for Board of Regents) 
during the 120during the 120--day regular session.day regular session.
Two redistricting measures were approved on Two redistricting measures were approved on 
partyparty--line votes.  However, both bills were vetoed line votes.  However, both bills were vetoed 
and returned to the Legislatureand returned to the Legislatureand returned to the Legislature.and returned to the Legislature.
No attempts were made to override or sustain those No attempts were made to override or sustain those 
vetoes during the regular session.vetoes during the regular session.g gg g
When Governor Brian Sandoval indicated that he When Governor Brian Sandoval indicated that he 
would not call the Legislature into special session would not call the Legislature into special session 
for redistricting, the task fell to the courts.for redistricting, the task fell to the courts.



2011 Reapportionment and 2011 Reapportionment and 
Redistricting Redistricting –– What Happened?What Happened?Redistricting Redistricting What Happened?What Happened?

First Judicial District Court First Judicial District Court ---- judicial briefs, motions, judicial briefs, motions, 
hearings and pleas during the summer 2011.hearings and pleas during the summer 2011.hearings and pleas during the summer 2011.hearings and pleas during the summer 2011.
Court Judge James T. Russell appointed three Special Court Judge James T. Russell appointed three Special 
Masters to accomplish redistricting.Masters to accomplish redistricting.
Special Masters held public hearings in Las Vegas and Special Masters held public hearings in Las Vegas and 
CarsonCarson City on October 10 and 11, 2011.  City on October 10 and 11, 2011.  
Their report and completed plans were submitted to the Their report and completed plans were submitted to the 
District Judge on October 14, 2011.District Judge on October 14, 2011. The court asked for The court asked for 
a few modifications and issued an order adopting and a few modifications and issued an order adopting and a few modifications and issued an order adopting and a few modifications and issued an order adopting and 
approving the Special Masters’ report and redistricting approving the Special Masters’ report and redistricting 
maps on October 27, 2011.maps on October 27, 2011.
A final addendum to the OctoberA final addendum to the October 27 order to facilitate 27 order to facilitate 
the transitional period was filed on December 8, 2011.the transitional period was filed on December 8, 2011.



Reapportionment & Redistricting Reapportionment & Redistricting 
What Do the Next 10 Years Look Like?What Do the Next 10 Years Look Like?What Do the Next 10 Years Look Like?What Do the Next 10 Years Look Like?

Four congressional districts (an increase of one). Four congressional districts (an increase of one). 
The size of the Legislature is retained at 63The size of the Legislature is retained at 63——42 42 

b h bl d b hb h bl d b h
gg

members in the Assembly and 21 members in the members in the Assembly and 21 members in the 
Senate.Senate.
No more multiNo more multi--member Senate Districts;member Senate Districts;No more multiNo more multi member Senate Districts;member Senate Districts;
The redistricting plan is entirely nested (there are two The redistricting plan is entirely nested (there are two 
Assembly Districts for each Senate District)Assembly Districts for each Senate District)
Congressional plan:  Congressional plan:  

Established four distinct geographical districts as follows:  Established four distinct geographical districts as follows:  
northern Nevada (#2), central Nevada and northern Clark northern Nevada (#2), central Nevada and northern Clark ( )( )
County (#4), Las Vegas Valley urban core (#1), and southern County (#4), Las Vegas Valley urban core (#1), and southern 
Clark County (#3) districts.  Clark County (#3) districts.  
The urban core district includes a Hispanic or Latino The urban core district includes a Hispanic or Latino 

l f ll f l
pp

population of almost 43 percent.  population of almost 43 percent.  
Except for Clark, Lyon is the only county that is divided in Except for Clark, Lyon is the only county that is divided in 
the congressional plan (between districts # 2 and 4).the congressional plan (between districts # 2 and 4). 1414



Reapportionment & Redistricting Reapportionment & Redistricting 
What Do the Next 10 Years Look Like?What Do the Next 10 Years Look Like?What Do the Next 10 Years Look Like?What Do the Next 10 Years Look Like?

The plans shifted one Senate seat and essentially three The plans shifted one Senate seat and essentially three 
Assembly seats from northern Nevada to Clark County to Assembly seats from northern Nevada to Clark County to 
adjust for population growth in southern Nevadaadjust for population growth in southern Nevadaadjust for population growth in southern Nevada.adjust for population growth in southern Nevada.
Senate plan: Senate plan: 

Each member of the Senate represents about 128,598 Nevada Each member of the Senate represents about 128,598 Nevada 
id t  id t  residents. residents. 

15 Senate districts wholly within Clark County;15 Senate districts wholly within Clark County;
Four districts in the Washoe County/Carson City area  one Four districts in the Washoe County/Carson City area  one Four districts in the Washoe County/Carson City area, one Four districts in the Washoe County/Carson City area, one 
of which includes five counties in western Nevada, and two of which includes five counties in western Nevada, and two 
rural districts;rural districts;
One rural district consisting of Churchill, Douglas, Lyon and One rural district consisting of Churchill, Douglas, Lyon and 
Storey counties; and  Storey counties; and  
One rural district (and partially urban consisting of Elko  One rural district (and partially urban consisting of Elko  One rural district (and partially urban consisting of Elko, One rural district (and partially urban consisting of Elko, 
Eureka, Lincoln, White Pine, and parts of Nye and northern Eureka, Lincoln, White Pine, and parts of Nye and northern 
Clark counties.Clark counties. 1515



Reapportionment & Redistricting Reapportionment & Redistricting 
What Do the Next 10 Years Look Like?What Do the Next 10 Years Look Like?What Do the Next 10 Years Look Like?What Do the Next 10 Years Look Like?

Assembly plan: Assembly plan: 
Includes 30 Includes 30 districts districts wholly within Clark County; wholly within Clark County; 

h d h W h C /C C /h d h W h C /C C /Eight districts in the Washoe County/Carson City/western Eight districts in the Washoe County/Carson City/western 
Nevada area; and Nevada area; and 
Four Assembly districts within the two rural Senate districts.Four Assembly districts within the two rural Senate districts.

Minority populations gained significant influence in a Minority populations gained significant influence in a 
number of legislative districts:number of legislative districts:

Five Senate and nine Assembly districts have a majority or Five Senate and nine Assembly districts have a majority or y j yy j y
substantial percentages (40 percent or more) of Hispanic or substantial percentages (40 percent or more) of Hispanic or 
Latino population, ranging from 40 to 68 percent.  Latino population, ranging from 40 to 68 percent.  
Two Senate and four Assembly districts have significant Two Senate and four Assembly districts have significant 

f l k l ff l k l f
y gy g

percentages of Black population, ranging from 19 to 31 percent.percentages of Black population, ranging from 19 to 31 percent.
Two Senate and five Assembly districts have significant Two Senate and five Assembly districts have significant 
percentages of Asian population, ranging from 17 to 26 percentages of Asian population, ranging from 17 to 26 

ttpercent.percent.
Districts shifted to southern Nevada Districts shifted to southern Nevada –– percentage of percentage of 
representation vs. northern/rural voting block.representation vs. northern/rural voting block. 1616



Reapportionment and Reapportionment and 
Redistricting on the InternetRedistricting on the Internet

Nevada Legislature’s Internet WebsiteNevada Legislature’s Internet WebsiteNevada Legislature s Internet WebsiteNevada Legislature s Internet Website
www.leg.state.nv.uswww.leg.state.nv.us

(Reapportionment & Redistricting tab (Reapportionment & Redistricting tab –– middle left)middle left)

N ti l C f  f St t  L i l tN ti l C f  f St t  L i l tNational Conference of State LegislaturesNational Conference of State Legislatures
www.ncsl.orgwww.ncsl.org

(“Legislatures & Elections” tab)(“Legislatures & Elections” tab)

1717



Legislator QualificationsLegislator QualificationsLegislator QualificationsLegislator Qualifications

Must be at least 21 Must be at least 21 Must be at least 21 Must be at least 21 
years of age.years of age.
Must be a resident Must be a resident Must be a resident Must be a resident 
of the State for at of the State for at 
least one year and a least one year and a least one year and a least one year and a 
“qualified elector” “qualified elector” 
and resident in the and resident in the and resident in the and resident in the 
district to be district to be 
representedrepresented

18

represented.represented.



CompensationCompensationCompensationCompensation
Legislators receive a Legislators receive a Legislators also receive Legislators also receive gg
salary of either $137.90 salary of either $137.90 
or $146.29 per day for or $146.29 per day for 
the first 60 days of the the first 60 days of the 

Legislators also receive Legislators also receive 
a per diem allowance a per diem allowance 
for meals and lodging, for meals and lodging, 

the first 60 days of the the first 60 days of the 
legislative session.legislative session. as authorized by as authorized by 

Nevada law.Nevada law.

Legislators receive no Legislators receive no 
salary for the salary for the 

A minimum allowance A minimum allowance 
is provided to each is provided to each 
legislator for postage  legislator for postage  remaining 60 days of remaining 60 days of 

the legislative session.the legislative session.
legislator for postage, legislator for postage, 
stationery, telephone stationery, telephone 
use, and travel.use, and travel.

19

use, and travel.use, and travel.



Terms of Office & Term LimitsTerms of Office & Term Limits
Members of the Senate are elected to fourMembers of the Senate are elected to four--year year 
terms.terms.
Members of the Assembly are elected to twoMembers of the Assembly are elected to twoMembers of the Assembly are elected to twoMembers of the Assembly are elected to two--
year terms.year terms.
During the 1994 and 1996 General Elections, During the 1994 and 1996 General Elections, During the 1994 and 1996 General Elections, During the 1994 and 1996 General Elections, 
Nevada’s voters approved term limits for Nevada’s voters approved term limits for 
legislators and other elected officials.legislators and other elected officials.
Legislators are limited to serving 12 years in Legislators are limited to serving 12 years in 
each house:each house:

Three terms in the SenateThree terms in the SenateThree terms in the Senate.Three terms in the Senate.
Six terms in the Six terms in the Assembly.Assembly.
The terms of seven State Senators and ten The terms of seven State Senators and ten The terms of seven State Senators and ten The terms of seven State Senators and ten 
members of the Assembly expire on members of the Assembly expire on 
November 3, 2010. November 3, 2010. 



The Nevada The Nevada The Nevada The Nevada 
Legislative ProcessLegislative Processgg



Regular Legislative SessionRegular Legislative SessionRegular Legislative SessionRegular Legislative Session

••Begins the first Monday in February in Begins the first Monday in February in Begins the first Monday in February in Begins the first Monday in February in 
oddodd--numbered years  (February 4, 2013)numbered years  (February 4, 2013)

••Lasts 120 calendar days (June 3, 2013)Lasts 120 calendar days (June 3, 2013)

••A Special Session may be called by the A Special Session may be called by the ••A Special Session may be called by the A Special Session may be called by the 
GovernorGovernor



Legislative Process Legislative Process –– How A Bill How A Bill 
B   LB   LBecomes a LawBecomes a Law



Legislative Process Legislative Process –– How A Bill How A Bill 
B   LB   LBecomes a LawBecomes a Law

••Five separate approvals are required for Five separate approvals are required for Five separate approvals are required for Five separate approvals are required for 
a bill to become lawa bill to become law

••Bills must pass through both houses and Bills must pass through both houses and 
the Governorthe Governor



Legislative ProcessLegislative ProcessLegislative ProcessLegislative Process

Action in the House of Origin Action in the House of Origin Action in the House of Origin Action in the House of Origin 

••Introduction and first reading in full Introduction and first reading in full gg
househouse

••T  itt  f r h ring  nd ibl  T  itt  f r h ring  nd ibl  ••To committee for hearings and possible To committee for hearings and possible 
action action 

••Second reading in full houseSecond reading in full house

Fl  d b  d  b  f ll hFl  d b  d  b  f ll h••Floor debate and vote by full houseFloor debate and vote by full house



Legislative ProcessLegislative ProcessLegislative ProcessLegislative Process

Action in the Second HouseAction in the Second HouseAction in the Second HouseAction in the Second House

••First reading in full houseFirst reading in full housegg

••To committee for hearings and possible To committee for hearings and possible 
ti nti nactionaction

••Second reading in full houseSecond reading in full housegg

••Floor debate and vote by full houseFloor debate and vote by full house



Legislative ProcessLegislative ProcessLegislative ProcessLegislative Process

Resolution of House Differences  Resolution of House Differences  Resolution of House Differences  Resolution of House Differences  
(if necessary)(if necessary)

••Consideration of amendments Consideration of amendments 

••Conference committeeConference committee••Conference committeeConference committee



Legislative ProcessLegislative ProcessLegislative ProcessLegislative Process

The Governor mayThe Governor mayThe Governor mayThe Governor may

••Sign the billSign the billgg

••Veto the billVeto the bill

••Not sign the Not sign the bill (effectively allowing bill (effectively allowing 
the bill to go into law without his the bill to go into law without his gg
signature)signature)



Effective DatesEffective DatesEffective DatesEffective Dates

When does a law take effect?When does a law take effect?When does a law take effect?When does a law take effect?

••On the date specified in the billOn the date specified in the billpp

••If no date is If no date is specified in the bill, it specified in the bill, it 
b  ff ti  n b  ff ti  n O t b r 1 f  th t O t b r 1 f  th t becomes effective on becomes effective on October 1 of  that October 1 of  that 
yearyear



RegulationsRegulationsRegulationsRegulations

The Nevada Administrative Code (NAC)The Nevada Administrative Code (NAC)The Nevada Administrative Code (NAC)The Nevada Administrative Code (NAC)

••Legislation may require executive branch Legislation may require executive branch g y qg y q
agencies to adopt new regulations or agencies to adopt new regulations or 
amend existing onesamend existing onesgg

••Provisions in the NAC are adopted in a Provisions in the NAC are adopted in a ••Provisions in the NAC are adopted in a Provisions in the NAC are adopted in a 
public process (hearings and workshops)public process (hearings and workshops)



Legislation Impacting Military Activities 
and Military Personnel in Nevadaand Military Personnel in Nevada

Over the past 10 years, the Legislature has considered dozens of 
measures impacting: 
Office of the Military (NV National Guard) – qualifications of 
personnel, armories, educational benefits, and budget 
matters;
Veterans and veterans services/benefits, disabled veterans, 
veterans’ homes, veterans’ cemeteries, and tax incentives; 
Military installations – land use planning and master plan 
d ldevelopment;
Gold Star license plates;  and
Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military p pp y y
Children – streamlines enrollment, facilitating on-time 
graduation, and promoting information sharing on how to 
best educate the children of military families.



The InterimThe InterimThe InterimThe Interim

20 months between Legislative Sessions20 months between Legislative Sessions20 months between Legislative Sessions20 months between Legislative Sessions
••Legislative CommissionLegislative Commission
••Interim Finance CommitteeInterim Finance Committee
••Statutory Interim CommitteesStatutory Interim Committeesyy
••Interim StudiesInterim Studies

www.leg.state.nv.uswww.leg.state.nv.us



Interim Study on the Deposits and 
Refunds of Recycled ProductsRefunds of Recycled Products

Charged with evaluating the possible 
creation of a program that requires the p g q
payment and refund of deposits on 
recyclable products in Nevada. 
C i   id  h   f Committee must consider the type of 

products to be included in such a program 
(aluminum  glass  plastic  et cetera)   (aluminum, glass, plastic, et cetera).  
Committee must analyze the process for 
the payment and refund of deposits on p y p
recyclable products. 
The Committee may also consider other 

h d  f i  li  i  methods of encouraging recycling in 
Nevada.



Interim Study on the Deposits and 
R f d  f R l d P dRefunds of Recycled Products

First meeting – Tuesday  February 21  2012First meeting Tuesday, February 21, 2012
Primarily an Overview of Recycling Efforts 
Statewide/Current PracticesStatewide/Current Practices
Evaluation of “Bottle Bills” in Other States
Potential Impact of Beverage Container 
Recycling Programs in Nevada
Environmental Issues vs. Cost Issues
Total of four meetings – work session in Total of four meetings work session in 
June 2012



Advocating Your IssuesAdvocating Your IssuesAdvocating Your IssuesAdvocating Your Issues

Do:Do:Do:Do:
•• Choose a legislator(s) who you think will Choose a legislator(s) who you think will 

support your position support your position support your position support your position 

•• Explain the positive aspects and benefits of Explain the positive aspects and benefits of 
 t d l i l ti t d l i l tiyour suggested legislationyour suggested legislation

•• ExplainExplain whatwhat thethe oppositionopposition mightmight bebe

•• PreparePrepare thethe legislatorlegislator

•• GetGet toto knowknow youryour legislatorlegislator•• GetGet toto knowknow youryour legislatorlegislator



Advocating Your IssuesAdvocating Your IssuesAdvocating Your IssuesAdvocating Your Issues

Do:Do:Do:Do:
•• BeBe calm,calm, controlled,controlled, andand preparedprepared

•• Think your position through and weigh all Think your position through and weigh all 
sides of the issuesides of the issue

•• Know what you want to accomplish and how Know what you want to accomplish and how 
to accomplish itto accomplish it

•• Present your position in a nonPresent your position in a non--threatening, threatening, 
professional mannerprofessional manner



Advocating Your IssuesAdvocating Your IssuesAdvocating Your IssuesAdvocating Your Issues

Do Not:Do Not:Do Not:Do Not:
•• Make demands or threaten legislatorsMake demands or threaten legislators

•• Picket, wave signs, or hold loud ralliesPicket, wave signs, or hold loud rallies

•• Use civil disobedienceUse civil disobedience

•• Lecture and talk down to legislatorsLecture and talk down to legislatorsgg

•• Be flamboyant Be flamboyant 



TestifyingTestifyingTestifyingTestifying

Do:Do:Do:Do:
•• Address the Chair (“Mr.” or “Madam” Chair) Address the Chair (“Mr.” or “Madam” Chair) 

and members of the committeeand members of the committee

•• Be brief and specificBe brief and specificBe brief and specificBe brief and specific

•• Bring enough copies of any written materials Bring enough copies of any written materials 
f  th  b  d t fff  th  b  d t fffor the members and stafffor the members and staff

•• Consider providing a written copy of your Consider providing a written copy of your 
testimony for the record (electronic preferred)testimony for the record (electronic preferred)



TestifyingTestifyingTestifyingTestifying

Do Not:Do Not:Do Not:Do Not:
•• Repeat statements or testimony already given Repeat statements or testimony already given 

by others (you may state for the record that by others (you may state for the record that 
you agree with certain testimony, but do not you agree with certain testimony, but do not 
repeat it)repeat it)repeat it)repeat it)

•• Talk longer than necessary to make your Talk longer than necessary to make your 
pointpoint



Ways to Stay InformedWays to Stay InformedWays to Stay InformedWays to Stay Informed

Sign up for Bill TrackingSign up for Bill TrackingSign up for Bill TrackingSign up for Bill Tracking

Search the bill draft request (BDR) listSearch the bill draft request (BDR) listSearch the bill draft request (BDR) listSearch the bill draft request (BDR) list

Listen to or watch hearings onlineListen to or watch hearings onlinegg

Check Website for updatesCheck Website for updates

Get to know legislative staffGet to know legislative staff



Ways to Stay InvolvedWays to Stay InvolvedWays to Stay InvolvedWays to Stay Involved

Attend hearings or floor sessionsAttend hearings or floor sessionsAttend hearings or floor sessionsAttend hearings or floor sessions

Sign up as a presenter at a hearingSign up as a presenter at a hearingSign up as a presenter at a hearingSign up as a presenter at a hearing

Submit comments in writingSubmit comments in writinggg

Talk to the legislatorsTalk to the legislators



Legislative Documents Legislative Documents 
Available OnlineAvailable Online
www.leg.state.nv.uswww.leg.state.nv.us

•• BillsBills andand ResolutionsResolutions (full(full texttext andand status)status)•• BillsBills andand ResolutionsResolutions (full(full texttext andand status)status)

•• SenateSenate andand AssemblyAssembly HistoriesHistories andand JournalsJournals

•• CommitteeCommittee AgendasAgendas andand MinutesMinutes

•• NevadaNevada RevisedRevised StatutesStatutes andand AdministrativeAdministrative CodeCode

•• MuchMuch More!More!MuchMuch More!More!



Research Documents Research Documents 
Available OnlineAvailable Online

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/library/http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/library/

(Legislative Counsel Bureau Research Library)(Legislative Counsel Bureau Research Library)( g y)( g y)

•• Legislative HistoriesLegislative Histories

•• Background Papers Background Papers 

•• Policy BriefsPolicy Briefs•• Policy BriefsPolicy Briefs

•• Interim Study BulletinsInterim Study Bulletins



For More InformationFor More InformationFor More InformationFor More Information

Visit the Nevada Legislature’s Web site: Visit the Nevada Legislature’s Web site: 

www.leg.state.nv.us



Questions?Questions?Questions?Questions?


